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Globalization and development in the current political context in Colombia; approximations to 

resistance of women victims of forced displacement 

 
*Catalina Revollo Pardo, Olga Betancourt, Claudia Miranda  

 

 

1. Introduction 

The present article aims to reflect on globalization and development in the current political context in 

Colombia, characterized by the emergence of the right and far-right in Latin America and the continuous 

US intervention in the region, and to emphasize the role of resistance on the part of women victims of 

forced displacement precipitated by the social, political, and armed conflict in the country.  

Forced displacement in Colombia, and transnational migration of Venezuelans in the region and 

especially into Colombia, represent a critical situation on the regional and global levels, since they 

represent the highest rate of forced migration in the Western hemisphere and one of the highest in the 

world. This turns the region into the scenario for the most critical humanitarian crisis in the hemisphere, 

with its origins on both the blight of political, social economic and armed Colombian conflict and the 

political and economic juncture in Venezuela. 

 

Displacement in Colombia is considered dan extremely complex phenomenon of forced internal 

migration, with multiple causes and several modalities. During the country´s history, a total of 8.405.614 

people have been displaced (both from the urban and rural settings) according to the Red Nacional de 

Información (RNI) sources ( 2019) It is reductive to presume that this phenomenon is solely a linear 

consequence of the rural population fleeing the countryside to escape the encounters between actors of 

the armed conflict; but a more critical perspective will be to adopted in the present article, similar to the 

considerations of the economy professor, as well as exile Héctor Mondragón (2002), who said: 

“Displaced peoples exist not only because there is war, there is war especially so that there are displaced 

people.” 

 

This poignant criticism by professor Mondragón frames the complexity of the phenomenon of 

displacement in Colombia. We start from the hypothesis that the logic of appropriation and concentration 

of land on behalf of State actors, the economic elites and transnational corporations has driven to the 

violent exclusion of the Colombian peasantry from the productive agricultural processes and the 

expulsion from the land.  

Forced displacement cuts through all sectors of the Colombian population, predominantly the inhabitants 

of the rural areas and the popular neighborhoods of the big cities, but the effect is more severe over some 

vulnerable groups. According to published statistics and specific studies, women, children, indigenous 

communities and afro-Colombian descendants are disproportionately affected. ACNUR (2000), the first 

international organization to present the need to work on the issue of displacement with a gender-specific 

and ethnic- aware approach, explains: Forced displacement has more pronounced effects for women than 
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for men, namely splits and losses. In the urban setting, unemployment affects men in a bigger proportion 

than women. Women and men seek support from their network in a differentiated manner: men look for 

assistance from the government, whereas the women look for more practical strategies for the survival 

of the family. Facing a return that does not guarantee personal safety or access to employment or property, 

displaced women tend to prefer urban integration.  (ACNUR, 2000, p. 6) As exposed in the ACNUR 

(UNHCR, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.) - Colombian office report, displacement 

has affected the Colombian population in Colombia for decades, but with severe, differential 

consequences for minority groups like peasant women, indigenous peoples and afro-descendants.  

The number of women victims of displacement totals 4.205.808† and the LGTBI population displaced 

numbers  3.281‡ , that is, more than half of the victim population in Colombia; many of them have to 

take over fully providing for their families, often using survival strategies in the informal economy and 

building support networks with the local population and the victims movement, which has joined them 

within the political context where they vindicate their rights as women victims.   

Some women have also been targeted because of the social and political leadership roles they have 

exercised in their communities. There is a relevant presence of women in social processes and political 

action. This leadership has on occasion cost these women their lives or forced them to be forcefully 

displaced. The militant women of the victims movement are a symbol of strength, day to day, who aim 

to be recognized not just as victims since they symbolize an American continent that struggles. They 

take on leadership roles in both domestic and public spaces and reclaim their self-esteem and social 

recognition.   

2. Recent history – Paramilitarism and the Responsibility of the Colombian State 

During the last two decades -90s y 2000s-, according to Bello (2003) the neoliberal model consolidated 

in the country and the state modernization were framed, which implied the redefinition of the territory 

and the relationships according to production and commercialization needs without regard for the 

political, social and cultural costs. According to Fajardo (2015), the critical situation characterized by 

the concentration of wealth, an exclusive access to political power, the prevalence of extreme poverty in 

the countryside, massive displacement (by then notorious even at the international level), the persisting 

repressive military treatment of social conflict and the shifting of some expressions of the conflict to the 

borders (involving countries like Ecuador and Venezuela).  

With the arrival of president Álvaro Uribe Vélez to power, the Plan Colombia is continued and the  Plan 

Patriota§ is introduced, with the strategy called  “democratic security”. ** 

During his two terms, Álvaro Uribe enjoys unprecedented popularity, which undoubtedly comes from 

                                                        
† Source: RNI - Red Nacional de Información, 01 feb. 2019. 
‡ Idem.  
§ The Plan Patriota was a renewed initiative against the FARC- EP guerrilla supervised by the united 

States, involving the military deployment of 15.000 in the South of the country. It has been regarded 

as the openly military arm of the Plan Colombia, which included the installation of US military 

bases in Colombian territory.  
** In spite of an increase in military deployment, the guerrillas have continued their action and have 

resisted critical situations like the natural death of Manuel Marulanda, its principal chief, the ambush 

and death of  Raúl Reyes in Ecuadorian territory through an illegal invasion of the neighboring 

country and the death of Alfonso Cano, the successor of Marulanda. 
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his ability to produce an appearance of direct democracy: in the “community councils”, that he summons 

every week in the most marginalized counties in Colombia, he addresses the problems of “the people” 

without any political intermediary. The popularity stems predominantly from the rhetoric of a double 

adversary, the guerrilla groups and the chavist Venezuela, accused of complicity with said groups, and 

to portray the dichotomy of “friend-enemy”. By doing this, he brings together two elements of populism: 

the relationship between the leader and his audience and the nationalist thread. However, social equality 

measures are absent, and his intervention deliberately favors the privileged and the conservative values.   

(Pecaut. 2015) 

President Uribe supposedly achieved a demobilization of the paramilitary armies††, but according to the 

analysis of Giraldo (2015), what was really designed with the 975 of 2005‡‡, inspired in transnational 

justice and the Law 782 of 2002, was a framework for impunity that raised a lot of criticism inside the 

country and from the international community. The negotiation with the paramilitary groups (for 

demobilization and reinsertion) was a process that ended up favoring the perpetrators and not the victims 

under a perverse argument that conflates justice and revenge and gave rise to great impunity.  

 

During the two Uribe administrations, the policy for democratic security, military investment and the 

strengthening of security measures prevailed over the demands for social investment, aggravating 

poverty in the country.  

 

Additionally, the anti-terror rhetoric, framed within the US foreign policy and the pressures over the 

military to show immediate results from the armed conflict originated the so-called “false positives§§. 

The strategies related to the “Rehabilitation Zones”, the Farmer soldiers, the informant networks, defined 

as innovations of the “Community State and democratic security” ended up blurring the boundaries 

between the civil population and combatants, forcing the civil population to actively participate in the 

war. (BELLO. 2003) 

 

According to Giraldo (2015), after the alleged demobilization of the paramilitary groups, in the past few 

years, paramilitary action has been disguised as common crime under the acronym BACRIM (for the 

Spanish spelling of criminal gangs***), but the truth remains that the violence exploding everywhere 

                                                        
†† At this point in time, several scandals affecting president Uribe begin to surface. He is critized by 

the mistreatment of judicial institutions, he is suspected of having given paramilitary groups an open 

field, and even having contributed to their expansion, the revelation of the "parapolítica" scandals 

[links of regional politicians to paramilitary groups] where an elevated percentage of the elected 

members of the legislature owed their election to the contributions of paramilitary groups, and the 

unconditional support for sections of the military with the most dubious involvement (Pecaut. 2015) 
‡‡ The Law 975 of 2005 is framed within a political context where there was denial of a social and 

political armed conflict. It was proposed that the situation in Colombia was due to a terrorist 

onslaught by the guerrilla, where the perpetrators (demobilized paramilitaries) where given ample 

political, media and judicial visibility.  The demobilized paramilitaries contributed to reveal certain 

truths that had been denounced before or were half-said truths.  This raised widespread complaints 

and social mobilization by victims and human rights organizations throughout the country. 
§§ The false positives are civilians murdered by the army and presented as rebels slain in combat. In 

2008 the “false positives” came to light and the State responsibility during the conflict was well 

established from this moment onward. (Pecaut. 2015) 
*** The dissident paramilitary groups  (remnants of the demobilization of the Autodefensas Unidas 

de Colombia - AUC, composed of structures that never demobilized, structures and combatants that 

demobilized and then returned to arms and new paramilitary groups and criminal gangs (BACRIM). 
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reveals the persisting links between such groups and State and corporate actors. 

 

The military strategy creates and atmosphere of apparent control of the armed conflict by the Colombian 

and US armed forces. Additionally, in order to fulfill a US military strategy in Latin America, in 2010 

an agreement between the US and Colombian government was established, to found seven military bases 

in Colombian territory in the framework of the “Global en Route Strategy” that seeks to support military 

operations America and Africa. (Fajardo, 2015), that creates a sense of security for the people looking 

on from the outside and the higher socioeconomic stratum in the biggest Colombian cities. However, in 

truth what happens is a mutation of the characteristics of the conflict and a greater political unrest in the 

South American region.   

 

The conflict begins to link up with the extractive engine of the mining and natural resources exploitation 

projects. The violent encounters shift to concentrate in the border regions and the great displacement 

crisis transforms the trajectories of migration flow. In this context, the government, public opinion and 

the media continue to spread the hegemonic discourse from businessmen and government officials that 

seeks to reinforce the message that the country is entering a post conflict phase.  

  

Former president Juan Manuel Santos implemented the Law for Victims 1448 of 2011, which aims to 

obtain comprehensive reparations (both material and psychological) for victims of the conflict. This law 

originated not only in the preoccupation of the Colombian state for the victimized populations, but also 

in the demands of the international community that the administration attended the serious humanitarian 

crisis in the country and the pressure exerted by the US to legitimize the free trade agreements between 

the two countries, to be signed after the enactment of the law.  

 

On the 26th of September 2016, the Colombian state and the FARC-EP signed the peace agreement†††. 

The final agreement consists of seven main points: (a) Comprehensive agrarian development policy, 

including a Comprehensive Agrarian Reform, where the fund for women’s access to land is proposed. 

(b) Political Participation, in which a differentiated place for women´s political participation is 

guaranteed. (c) A solution to the problem of illicit drugs. (d) About the victims of the armed conflict: a 

Comprehensive System with a dedicated truth, social coexistence and non-repetition Commission is 

created, along with a task force for the investigation of missing person cases linked to the conflict. 

Additionally, the Special Jurisdiction for Peace is created, including measures for comprehensive 

reparations for the construction of peace and guarantees for non-recidivism. (e) The agreement defined 

the terms for ending the confrontations with FARC. (f) Implementation, verification and endorsement.  

 

On October 2nd, 2016, the agreement was verified by a plebiscite that rejected the agreement. This event 

framed the reforming of the final document, which was enacted by Congress and dictated the pulse of 

what would become the next electoral period of 2017, with high likelihood that the candidate for the 

Democratic Center (that represents the Uribe supporters in Colombia) will regain the presidency.    

 

Iván Duque, of the Democratic Center, won the elections and the Uribe supporters air out their 

“parapolitical” strategies in order to destabilize all instances related to the peace agreements: (a) the 

development plan for victims is completely, (b) the dismantling of the Special Justice for Peace (JEP), 

                                                        
††† The agenda for the peace talks between the government and FARC-EP is divided in six items: (a) 

comprehensive agrarian development policy,  (b) political participation, (c) conflict end, (d) solution 

to the problem of illicit drugs, (e) victims, (f) mechanisms for verification of the agreements.  
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(c) the implementation of the traditional logic of terror, with the systematic assassinations of social 

leaders in all regions of the country, with approximately 156 social leaders murdered in less than fourteen 

month according to the Ombudsman office. 

We want to emphasize the humanitarian emergency that has been triggered in the province of Chocó on 

the medium and low Atrato river basin, because of the dispute over territory of interest and natural 

resources. There has also been repression against social organizations in the province of Cauca, which 

continue with resistance, where president Duque is looking for and applying a military solution for the 

“mingueros”‡‡‡ that are continually presenting resistance. This current juncture has led the country to 

take to the streets using social mobilization as the grounds of resistance to denounce to the world what 

is happening in Colombia.  

This scenario of violence is directly related to the phenomenon of paramilitarism in Colombia, which 

has mutated during the course of recent history and is currently happening under the “criminal gangs” 

phenomenon like Las Águilas Negras, Los Rastrojos and El Golfo, among others, related to a change in 

official language to refer to people considered victims and perpetrators.  

 

3. Thinking with others, the conclusion that is never concluded 

To close, we will introduce some reflections by Arturo Escobar and Boaventura de Souza Santos that 

will help us understand how the globalization phenomenon and development are intertwined with the 

political juncture and aim to suppress social movements that get in the way of their objectives.    

 

Displacement is a migration phenomenon related to hegemonic globalization§§§, the economic, social 

and political processes originated in this system drive the expulsion of peoples from their territories to 

prioritize the logic of development.****. Colombia is a country where these dynamics are displayed more 

acutely than other places, because its located at the gates of Latin America, has the second most 

biodiversity in the planet (full of natural and mineral resources), and becomes a strategic point for the 

US to exert control the subcontinent. According to Escobar (2004), the new capitalist empire operates 

through the imposition of rules and norms like the free market, democracy and American patterns of 

consumption. The underdeveloped countries of the so called “third world” present with a multiplicity of 

small, cruel wars that are linked the prevailing global logic. From Colombia Central America to Argelia, 

Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East, these wars occur in countries or regions that represent no threat 

to the empire, but increase favorable conditions for the maintenance of said empire.  

 

Civil wars and massive displacement occur frequently with the purpose of opening entire regions to 

transnational capital seeking petroleum, diamonds, Wood, water, genetic resources and arable lands. 

These wars are often used by the mafias of the powerful and aim for macroeconomic globalization. In 

Escobar (2004), it´s evident how globalization becomes a “peaceful expansion” of the free market 

economy over a backdrop of omnipresent violence in the regime of a global militarism and economy.  

                                                        
‡‡‡ It is a pre-Columbian tradition of community work for purposes of social utility.  
§§§ Where the globalization is led by European white men, segregating people under this condition. 

(Grosfoguel, 2007) 
**** Development starts with the individual, the capital, technology and the market. In the framework 

of big institutions like the World Bank and neoliberal for “development” patterns that should be 

achieved on a global scale, that in capitalist societies has been guided by the liberal development 

paradigm for over 60 years (Escobar, 2004). 
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On the same line, Escobar (2004), argues that displacement is a consequence of the effects of 

globalization as a part of the Eurocentric modernity and the manifestations of said eurocentrism after 

WWII in Asia, Africa and Latin America under the name of development††††. Modernity as well as 

development is cultural and spatial projects that demand the incessant conquest of territories and peoples, 

as well as their ecologic and cultural transformations in accordance with a logocentric rational order.  

 

The social, political, economic and armed Colombian conflict feeds on the production and trafficking of 

drugs, in addition to the interest of the government in exploiting the natural resources to draw 

transnational investment to the territory. These economic activities are immersed in the logic of 

globalization and seek to occupy rural territories in order to be able to maintain production. This is why 

transnational corporations, the Colombian army, and the armed groups aim to occupy territories that 

belonged to the civil peasant population. The Colombian armed conflict involves a matted complex of 

interests between the State and the armed groups for the occupation of territory. The consequence is a 

population forcefully displaced to the cities, fleeing the violence.  

  

The reinforcement of walls around the center, separating it from the periphery as a product of 

globalization has sensitive consequences for the most vulnerable populations, such as the victims of 

displacement. De Souza Santos (2008) argues that, from a critical postcolonial stance, hegemonic 

globalization has augmented the vulnerability of regions, nations, subordinated and oppressed social 

groups. The social fascism is positioned as a social regime and becomes a real threat to society, because 

it presents as pluralistic and can easily coexist within democratic states in space and time, but still favor 

global development.   

4. Conclusión  

This research paper reiterates that the armed conflict in Colombia is not over, it has merely mutated. The 

return of uribism, and the juncture in Venezuela, where the US has implemented economic sanctions for 

the past two years to justify a humanitarian and possibly a military intervention, with the support of the 

Colombian and Brazilian governments, with the eyes set on the oil resources of the neighboring country. 

All these violent processes, White, macho, eurocentric, capitalist, aim to destabilize the social 

movements of women victims; but we must keep in mind es that the struggle has arisen in the midst of 

the conflict. They have been, are and will continue putting together their own processes, the struggle of 

                                                        
Development, according to Escobar (2004) is a practice of linking knowledge and power from a 

rationale that is completely different form the existing rationale in each place. The experts started 

disembarking in the third world after WWII to free the third world from its ignorance and poverty. 

This has worked very effectively as a mechanism of knowledge and power. Considering programs 

like the Integrated Rural Development, one sees a machine that links the expert knowledge of the 

rural development planners, of agronomists, agricultural engineers, nutritionists, with technological 

packages, power strategies, extension investments, electrification, directing farmers to plant this or 

that, pesticides, fertilizers, a change in mentality and the rational of the farmer. This can be clearly 

observed in the development discourse that arose as a form of “scientific” knowledge over the past 

sixty years. This knowledge favored “The West” as a development model. The development 

discourse offers a colonial recipe on how to imitate “The West” (Escobar, 1999). 
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these political actors persists, grows and is reorganized more strongly to continue pursuing a 

transformation in the country with and for the victims starting at the social bases levels.  
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Political Communication Using New Media: A Comparative Study of Indian and Iranian 

experiences  

Maryam Vaziri, Communication Officer, Iran, Tehran  

       Abstract  

This study will argue about the Political Communication Using New Media. This is a 

comparative analysis between Indians and Iranians politicians. As media can change the people 

and bring new ideas, even make people united for social issues, studying about the advantages 

and disadvantages of social media is very important. In the age of digital world, popular social 

network sites like Facebook and Twitter are believed to have the potential for increasing political 

participation. Politicians have begun to use Facebook pages for the purpose of entering into direct 

dialogs with citizens and encouraging more political discussions. India is one of the largest 

countries with a large population that bring good opportunities for people to get access to Internet 

by software and companies as the largest democratic county in the world. Iran also can be a 

sample of an independence country that passed revolution same as India and have chosen to play 

an important role on politic because of its strategic condition on the Middle East. The main 

objective of this study will be examination of Indian and Iranian Political Communication on 

New Media. The researcher will use multi-method research design combining qualitative and 

quantitative methods which were exploratory and experimental. Data collection will be mostly 

based on observing, interview-schedule. 

Keywords: Social Media, Facebook, Twitter, Online political communication, politicians in Iran 

and India 

1. Introduction 

Social Media 

Suminas (2010) argues the term social media came into wider use in the middle of 2006 and still 

has no generally accepted and unambiguous definition. Some researchers us e this term in parallel 

with the term Web 2.0 which describes specific way of communication among the users of World 

Wide Web when service and content control is assigned to the users. Which is allows them to 

easily create and share information and data, sometimes even change the structure of the 

information system.  

Kaplan and Haenlein represent this approach and describe social media as a group of Intern et-

based applications that build on the ideological and technological foundations of emphasizing 

the dimension of keeping social relations where the main object is social relations among people, 

reciprocity and intercommunion.  

John Blossom puts stress on the aspects of social interaction and describes social media as any 

highly scalable and accessible communications technology or technique that enables any 

individual to influence groups of other individuals easily. Social media can be of various forms 

including text, sound, photo and video material, various content links and interfaces. Great 

diversity of forms of social media means allows every Internet user to choose the most acceptable 

forms and channels of communication.  



Journal of Communication, Politics & Society 
                   Volume 1 Issue 1 2019  

 

 11 

Moreover, the audience of World Wide Web can choose whether to use interactive means of 

communication of a general nature that are designed for the general public with no exceptional 

needs or specialized means of social media that are designed for the societies of individuals with 

specific needs. When speaking about the changes of information publication on the Internet Dave 

Evans states that by courtesy of social media the democratization of know ledge and information 

spread takes place when people become active creators instead of passive users of content.  

The roles of participants of communication through social media are not fixed and strictly 

determined. Any user of social media can easily change its role, i. e. be messenger and then 

become a part of the audience whereas in the case of traditional media, the roles of participants 

of communication are always clearly determined and fixed. More importantly, information and 

news in social media are presented more interactively and much faster. 

2. Political Communication 

Rodney Benson (2004) among contemporary social theorists, Manuel Castells and Jürgen 

Habermas have done a great deal to bring the media back in to the study of political 

communication. From another direction, social problems “constructionism,” the work of William 

Gamson and collaborators has also been especially influential. Yet with all three models, the 

conceptualizations of media (and the forces that shape them) are underspecified, minimizing their 

usefulness for systematic research.  

But the logic and the organization of electronic media frame and structure politics (p.312) what 

does this mean for Castells? He cites the usual litany of ills tied to the news media: news as 

entertainment, lack of context, simplification, personalization. Fair enough. Castells does an 

admirable job in documenting changes in political communication that are increasingly evident 

around the world (see also Moog & Sluyter-Beltrao, 2001).  

Here, at least, is a clear hypothesis. But Castells is closer to the truth in acknowledging the 

multiple facets and aspects of media systems. William Gamson and his various collaborators (e.g., 

Gamson, 1988; Gamson & Modigliani, 1987, 1989) offer a third important attempt to incorporate 

media into political communication research.  

In this model, “media practices” are generally identified as one of three major factors, along with 

culturally available symbols and themes (“cultural resonances”) and strategic political 

communication (“sponsor activities”) in shaping public (media) discourse about social problems.  

(Wikipedia 09/03/2015) has explained the study and practice of political communication focuses 

on the ways and means of expression of a political nature. Robert E. Denton and Gary C. 

Woodward, two important contributors to the field, in Political Communication in America 

characterize it as the ways and intentions of message senders to influence the political 

environment.  

David L. Swanson and Dan Nimmo, also key members of this sub-discipline, define political 

communication as "the strategic use of communication to influence public knowledge, beliefs, 

and action on political matters." They emphasize the strategic nature of political communication, 

highlighting the role of persuasion in political discourse. Brian McNair provides a similar 

definition when he writes that political communication is "purposeful communication about 

politics."  
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Reflecting on the relationship between political communication and contemporary agenda-

building, VianBakir defines Strategic Political Communication (SPC) as comprising 'political 

communication that is manipulative in intent, that utilises social scientific techniques and 

heuristic devices to understand human motivation, human behavior and the media environment, 

to inform effectively what should be communicated – encompassing its detail and overall 

direction – and what should be withheld, with the aim of taking into account and influencing 

public opinion, and creating strategic alliances and an enabling environment for government 

policies – both at home and abroad'. 

3. Political Communication in Social Media 

In Andrius Suminas`s point of view (2010) when speaking about the role of social media in 

political communication, Internet means broadened the usual communication channels, provided 

much wider possibilities for the politicians to reach society and decreased the role of media as 

intermediate in the processes of political communication.  

Unlike traditional media where journalists pick out the pieces of information for publishing, 

Internet provides politicians with the possibility to reach their electors directly. Furthermore, 

means of social media drastically reduced expenditure for the action of political communication 

because now Internet helps to spread information with minimum costs and this information 

reaches very high number of individuals Most importantly, Internet provides possibilities for the 

two-way communication between the politicians and members of the society when politicians 

can have direct reversible connection and citizens can freely create. 

Different communities of social media and groups in those communities represent different and 

specific parts of electorate. Social media allows the politicians to segment personalize messages 

at the maximum; therefore, they can customize and transmit their messages directly to the target 

audience through reasonable forms and channels. This creates a sense of personal communication 

with the electors.  

Through social media politicians can reach such audiences that would never search for any 

information about politicians or politics. One of these audiences that get more difficult to reach 

is young people. The means of social media are visited by thousands of young and open to 

innovations people every day. Virtual communication for such people is extremely important; 

therefore, social media enables the politicians to reach youth through the most acceptable 

communication channel.  

 The content of communication of politicians interacting with the Internet users through social 

media is not only of political nature. Frequently the politicians share their personal remarks, 

funny experiences from their daily life, travel impressions, opinions on the books they have read 

or movies they have seen. This creates immediate and friendly atmosphere where no distance is 

left between the politicians and the audience and this lets the participants of the process of 

communication to feel more confident with each other.  

It is important for the politicians to not only spread their beliefs and ideas as widely as possible 

but also to influence the potential electors for them to become loyal supporters. Blogs, microblogs, 

social networks, portals for photo and video sharing provides the politicians with the new 

possibilities to involve and mobilize their supporters.  
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However, these means decentralize the process of political communication and information 

spread as the politicians lose the possibility to control and influence the further process of 

message spread. The diversity and number of easily accessible channels of social media make it 

difficult for the politicians to form and keep their positive image.  

Nowadays the politicians can be filmed or photographed at any place at any time and then the 

movies or pictures can be rapidly spread through the channels of social media. Therefore, as 

several researchers of politics assume, the interactive means will encourage the politicians to be 

more honest, behave themselves in public and try not to entangle in ambiguous situations.  

The main disadvantage of the use of social media in political communication is that the older 

electors, who usually are the most active part of the electorate, use the Internet distantly, do not 

take part in the discussions in social media, and do not look through the content published in 

social media. Due to this reason, the politicians cannot totally reject the usual communication 

through the means of traditional media or direct meetings but interactive means have now become 

the place where politicians have to be otherwise they lose the possibility to communicate with 

the active and still increasing audience of social media. 

Nowadays with the help of social media politicians can present huge amounts of miscellaneous 

information and receive direct feedback from the audience by pressing one button. Social media 

link the possibilities of mass accessibility and personal communication. With this, the efficiency 

of the process of political communication increases.  

Now the users of social media start to select the messages they receive; therefore, the mass 

audience gets more fragmentary and the connection between the sender and the receiver is 

strengthened. This personal nature of communication allows for stronger interconnection as 

politicians and the users of social media in a way become friends, start to trust each other more.  

However, social media not only opens the new horizons of communication for the politicians but 

also changes the rules of the process of communication. Politicians and their advisers have to 

understand that they cannot dominate and control the process of virtual communication. 

VijaykumarMeti (2014) Social media is playing a considerable new role in Indian democracy. 

With the changing politics of India, political parties and politicians have found a new ways of 

reaching out to a younger and aspiration population are also changing. At present, political parties 

are increasingly embracing social media to encourage the people.  

It is really a long leap from the times when politicians were relied mainly on posters, cardboard, 

cutouts, graffiti, banners and personal canvassing to win over voters. However, all of these are 

still in trend but increasingly, in the urban India, political parties are becoming tech savvy by 

understanding this is the only way to reach out the eloquent youths.  

Among the major political parties in India, the Bharatiya Janata Party, (BJP) has the biggest 

charisma in social media. The BJP started using the social media even before the 2009 general 

election, which it lost. But in recent years, the party has dig deeper, several senior leaders such 

as Sushma Swaraj, Rajnath Singh, Arun Jaitley, Narendra Modi and many are on Twitter.  

Some politicians have been accused of boosting their apparent popularity on social networking 

sites with legions of followers who don’t exist and of using social media to smear their opponents. 
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Worse, social media have been used to fan violence against religious and ethnic groups. 

Meanwhile, the Indian government has used the 2008 Information Technology (Amendment) 

Act to increase monitoring and censorship of social media.  

Most Active Indian Politicians on Social Networking Sites With more than half of India's young 

population, our politicians have now resorted to the social media to reach out to their young 

voters. Now, few politicians update their Facebook accounts almost on a daily basis, and also 

access Twitter and YouTube regularly. Narendra Modi is one of the most famous politicians on 

social media with approximately 1.3 million followers on his Facebook page.  

We also will consider how the government and people were connected through the social media? 

For coming to an answer, the Tweets of Dr. Rouhani in the first hundred days of his presidency 

will be analysed to see what he has posted and what has received. This study is the first in the 

political and in the case of President Rohani in Iran. 

Social media are familiar for most of the people universally. Today online population visit social 

media almost every day. By their potential to promote political engagement Social Media can 

take scholarly attention (Castells, 2007). Mobile also is a reason of the increasing usage of social 

media. Social networking transform personal, social and public relationship; it is an opportunity 

for people to express their ideas about different issues.  

Microblogging is a type of blogging that allows users to post news less than a second. Active 

control, two-way communication, and synchronization are characteristics of the social media. 

Twitter can provide the notice of what users write, read and think in the global village. In this 

situation political institutes try to use such opportunity too as the internet and social media can 

be useful for democracy today.  

Political Internet activity can happens on social media, Internet resources, and online expression. 

Young people are more interested in attending political campaign to express their opinions, 

discuss issues, and share information through social media. Use these sites to communicate with 

public figures, to find out about and respond to events in the news, and share their views on a 

range of topics, politicians and political parties in both end of the ideological spectrum have 

begun using them to organize and communicate with their supporters and the general public.  

Political tweets often will increase in number and content by users who is near to an event 

politicians use social media because they understand Facebook and Twitter are most effective 

way of interaction rather than tradition media. Twitter can create transparency in the political 

system. Gerardine De Sanctis’ and Marshall Scott Poole (1994) Implied importance influential 

social exchange of information between politicians and users of social networking sites by some 

tenants Adaptive Structuration Theory (AST).  

AST core premise the idea that advanced technology, like social networking sites, enable multi-

party and organizational activities through the exchange of complex information management 

(De Sanctis and Poole, 1994). Pew research study in 2012 announced that nearly 45% of Indian 

web users connect on social media to discuss politics.  Internet and Social media played important 

role in Anna Hazare’s anticorruption movement in 2011 Social media.  Social media emerged 

more strongly in 2013 public protests against the rapes in India. In India there are more than 18 

million users of Twitter, which makes India one of the most active Twitter users.  One of the first 
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Indian polititicion who often referred as the Twitter Minister was Shashi Tharoor. He adapt to 

the social media revolution. While Shashi Tharoor is at 13th place Narendra Modi, prime minister 

of india  is at 10th place worldwide; social networks and the mass media both affect individual 

behaviour and in the aggregate.  

Elite by using social media can reduce the effects of bias as the media has the advantage of 

promoting prejudice against the status quo. The use of social media tools - text messaging, email, 

photo sharing, social networks, is not predetermined unit so trying to plan their effects on political 

action is too often just a duel stories decreases. 

4. Literature Review 

        Social scientists concept of "social networking" Since the early 20th century have used 

implicit references to a complex set of relationships between social systems at all scales from 

individual to international. Social exchange theory, social psychological and sociological 

perspective that explains social change and stability as a process of negotiation exchanges 

between the parties.  

Jürgen Habermas' theory of communicative action by individuals is the basis of mutual 

deliberation and reasoning. Focus on the foundations of democracy established in this work to 

study the theory of communicative action in further democratization and reducing the barriers 

to participation in public discourse can be made to an open form of social action.  

The popularity of computer-mediated communication (CMC) as a means of task-oriented and 

community-based interactions is to have the ability of CMC to fulfill many of the same 

functions traditional form of interaction, especially face-to-face (FTF) interaction. Social 

information processing (SIP) theory by Joseph Walter (1992), which discusses how people get 

to know one another online, without non-verbal cues, and how they develop and manage 

relationships in computer-mediated environment there.  

Social influence occurs when feelings, opinions, and behavior affect others. Social influence 

takes many forms and can adapt to social, peer pressure, obedience, leadership, persuasion, 

sales and marketing can be seen. In 1958, Harvard psychologist, Herbert Coleman three 

varieties of social influence is wide. Accept that people seem to agree with others, but in fact 

dissenting opinions keep them private.  

Identify the people with the one who loved and respected, like a famous celebrity affected. 

Identify social model DEINDIVIDUATION effects (toxicity) by Reicher, Brittany, and 

Postmes (1995) explains that anonymity and identifiability effects on group behavior, referring 

to computer-mediated communication. DeSanctis adaptive structure theory and Money (1994) 

criticized technocentric terms of technology (determinism and technology) and social aspects.  

 

Groups and organizations using information technology to its work dynamically perceptions 

about the role and use of technology, created and how it can be applied to their activities Social 

exchange theory shows that we choose to communicate through a bed of rewards and costs.  

Georg Simmel and Emile Durkheim wrote about the importance of studying patterns of social 

relationships that the actors connection.  
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Social scientists concept of "social networking" Since the early 20th century have used implicit 

references to a complex set of relationships between social systems at all scales from individual 

to international. Social exchange theory, social psychological and sociological perspective that 

explains social change and stability as a process of negotiation exchanges between the parties.  

Social exchange theory argues that human relationship is made by using subjective and 

comparative cost-benefit analysis of alternatives. Social information processing explains that 

nature of online interaction is a field of study that is both negative and positive media 

environment experience. Various explanations for the differences between theory electronic 

media, computer-mediated communication (CMC) and face-to-face communication exist 

including social theories presence, media richness theory, and no sign of the social fabric to offer. 

Social presence theory suggests that CMC user disadvantaged in the sense that another person is 

engaged. So that we end up feeling like no one is there, our relationship impersonal, 

individualistic and is task-oriented. Media richness theory any communication medium due to 

the complexity of the message it can efficiently handle classified. CMC claims that the bandwidth 

is too narrow to convey the message about the rich.  

The last theory is no sign of the social fabric in online communications, focused. The theory 

claims that CMC users have no clue as to their relative status, and norms for engagement are not 

clear, so that people tend to become more self-centered and less inhibited. Resulting in increased 

flaring - language that is hostile to their goals and zings toxic climate for the growth of the 

relationship on the Internet.  

More recent theories increasingly optimistic views of online communication have developed, 

explaining how people who interact online are greatly able to create and preserve the harvest and 

communicate with others online. 

Previous Studies : There has been a considerable amount of previous academic research in this   

field. Academicians, activists, researchers and others have realized the need and importance of 

social media in political communication. Jamie Bartlett, Sid Bennett, Rutger Birnie and Simon 

Wibberley (2013) argue that it increasingly is apparent that online social media is gaining 

popularity as a public forum for both public and personal political discussions. These growing 

numbers of Internet uses for political communication contrast with reports of decline in 

political participation (Newman, 1986; Putnam, 1995; Schudson, 1998).  

VijaykumarMeti (2014) In the last few years social media have become an important political 

communication channel in India and globally. It enables political parties and voters to directly 

interact with each other. Therefore, political activities might gain more transparency and citizens 

might be more involved into political decision-making processes. However, until now the 

potentials of political discussions in social media involving political parties could not be 

exploited sufficiently.  

One reason for that is a lack of knowledge of politicians about current topics and discourses on 

different social media platforms. Based on an extensive literature review, we could observe the 

increasing relevance and the need for analyzing political discussions on different social media 

platforms. The political parties, which have exploited the benefits of promoting their image and 

political messages by means of the social networks, have enjoyed the active participation of their 

supporters on Facebook.  
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S. Arulchelvan (2014) The study revealed surprising facts. Every major political party has tried 

to use all the available new media tools. According to the Diffusion of Innovation theory the new 

media communication and technologies usage trend is increasing here from innovators to an early 

majority. Parties have used various tools to propagate their messages, policies, manifesto, plans, 

etc.  

The findings show that almost all parties today are using new media. India is today in the stage 

of Early Majority adopters. Despite many parties accepting that new media has a role to play, 

only some parties are fully capitalising on the benefits of the new media. This can be seen in the 

quality of the message communicated or the effectiveness of the reach of the campaigns of 

various political parties.  

On the whole the study reveals that, though new media technologies, especially Internet and 

mobile are good means of election campaigns, mobile phone campaigns will have a good reach 

among all class of people. Political parties feel the use of mobile phones is cheap and effective 

way to reach the people. Usage of Internet is common with youth and upper middle class.  

Specifically, I take up some of the recent research findings in how deliberation proceeds in the 

online public sphere in the current destabilized environment of political communication. I find 

the notion of deliberative democracy useful, though its rationalist biases, particularly in the 

context of extra-parliamentarian politics, do limit its utility. 

Stefan Stieglitz, Tobias Brockmann and Linh Dang Xuan (2012) contribution a paper as follows. 

First, this paper provides an extensive literature review on the relevance of social media for 

political communication. In particular, we identify a number of recent empirical studies related 

to public social media platforms such as SNSs, microblogging and weblogs. 

Second, based on our empirical results, we show an increasing interest of German citizens in 

social media based communication of political parties. We also observe a strong growth of social 

media usage by German politicians in the last few years, especially left-leaning parties.  

Furthermore, this study reveals that the majority of politicians are willing to engage more in 

social media and have the need to stay updated about current political discussions and about their 

own reputation in social media as well as to detect new trends and identify influential users within 

different social networks.  

Finally, we derive implications for information systems research regarding the need for social 

media monitoring and analysis in political context as well as design and functionality of social 

media platforms and services to enhance “e- participation.” As a limitation, our study focuses on 

German politicians only. Moreover, the surveys were based on online questionnaires, which 

typically encourage more IT-savvy individuals to participate.  

Aaron Smith (2011) in a study entitled “22% of online Americans used social networking or 

Twitter for politics in 2010 campaign Republicans catch up to Democrats in social media use for 

politics” fund political social media users stand out for their overall use of the technology. They 

are significantly more likely than other Internet users go online wirelessly from a mobile phone 

or laptop rather than the owner of a laptop computer. Social media users are somewhat younger 

and more educated than other Internet users.  
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The use of social media for politicians on its own cannot create a good reputation. It is essential 

that politicians and policy reform work began unique and useful. Julian Ausserhofer & Axel 

Maireder (2013) in a study titled “NATIONAL POLITICS ON TWITTER Structures and topics 

of a networked public sphere” clarefied in general, famous journalists, politicians, experts and 

key players in the political Twitter sphere in Austria and shape, dense subnets and influence in 

the broader area.  

In order to gain and maintain influence, users need to keep great personal involvement. 

CristianVaccari  and el. (2013) on “Social Media and Political Communication A survey of 

Twitter users during the 2013 Italian general Election” showed that many Italians who talk about 

politics on Twitter dissatisfied with the performance of the system, but their level of interest and 

frequency of political talk shows that they are willing to respond to the perceived crisis of 

legitimacy through voice expression instead of leaving or loyalty.  

A large number of counts suggest that people actively engage with organizations through the use 

of social media. Sounman Hong and el. (2012) on study about “Which candidates do the public 

discuss online in an election campaign?: The use of social media by 2012 presidential candidates 

and its impact on candidate salience “have strong evidence of a positive relationship between the 

number of times that a popular politician mentioned by traditional media with the number which 

he mentioned on Twitter.  

Sounman Hong (2013) in a study on “Who benefits from Twitter?” Claimed new media such as 

the Internet, is still significantly increasing a "selected" audience as opposed to "inadvertent" in 

the heyday of the network's audience. The findings show that significantly increased financial 

assistance and social media adopted after politicians.  

Himanshu Rajput claimed as the Internet is proliferating among the masses, no politician can 

undermine the power of social media. India is going into the general election in 2014, the 

importance of social media increases many times. After some initial skepticism and opposition 

Social media is parallel to the mainstream media.  

Use Twitter in the political world, India is in the process of pregnancy and is a long way for 

politicians. In particular, the left is not active in social media so far. Julia Caplan (2013) “Social 

Media and Politics: Twitter Use in the Second Congressional District of Virginia” Twitter is a 

social networking device, and Rigell and Hirschbiel are used it as a means of attracting voters in 

a social structure.  

5. Methodology 

Objectives of the study are: 

1. To find out the popularity of social media in India and Iran. 

2. To find out the power of social media in India and Iran. 

3. To study about advantages and disadvantages of social media for society. 

- The specific objectives of the study are: 
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1. To study media convergence and communication features of social media of politicians in the 

context of the concept of democratization of communication. 

2. To analyse the social media use pattern by users for political information. 

3. To know the political impacts of social media. 

4. To find out the relationship between demographic factors and social media use by politicians 

and these impacts on users 

5. To analyse the gap in effective utility of the social media as information source by users for 

improved political knowledge. 

6. To find out the better future extension strategies through social media for users.   

 Scope of the Study 

The importance of the research is limited to political communication in social media. The study 

focuses on field work specifically Facebook and Tweeter of Indian and Iranian politicians. 

7. Research Method 

The researcher will use multi-method research design combining qualitative and quantitative 

methods which were exploratory and experimental. The researcher will conduct experiments in 

an uncontrolled experiment by conducting a survey online in qualitative as well as quantitative 

data. The researcher will adopt a combination of the Qualitative and Quantitative methods.   

 For the purpose of data collection, questionnaire, interview, observation method and review of 

library archives will use. The chief tool of data collection is Interview Schedule. Current affairs 

will observe and record.  

A detailed report, which constitutes the study of this individual case, will analyze. SPSS will use 

for analysing data. Considering the nature of this study, as there are no scopes for personal 

assistants, personal interviews will provide qualitative inputs in the form of the various 

observations 

Sampling: Sampling is the main important part of the research; According to the Wimmer 

Dominik (2011) if you are a beginner researcher if sampling is conducted correctly, a sample of 

adequate size 400-500 will usually represent the characteristics of that population. The most 

important part of the sampling procedure is to avoid bias of any kind each respondent should 

have equal chance of being selected. In this research researcher will use Non- probability 

purposive sample, as wimmer and dominik said “Purposive are used frequently in Mass media 

Research” Respondents will be heterogeneous. It will be based on Survey, Interview, focus 

Group discussion and case Study. 

8. Limitation of the Study 

As with any survey-based study involving self-reports of socially acceptable behaviour, this 

study perhaps suffers from inflated reports of political participation, political interests, and media 

exposure. However, because the emphasis was to examine patterns among these variables, rather 
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than making univariate generalizations to any population, this phenomenon is of limited concern 

(see Vavreck, 2007 for a review of these concerns).   

While the online spaces they addressed in the survey are frequently mentioned by popular media, 

it is possible that some items deal with activities that may not be understood by people who are 

not regular users of the Internet. Initially the researcher hoped to conduct the eye-tracking 

experiment (as explained in the literature review) on the websites to see how visitors interacted 

with the websites.  

However, lack of equipment and resources did not permit him to do so. Becaue of the several 

important political related issues, the study is limited for the experiments, the researcher has used 

students of the Department of Communication and Journalism.It is not practically possible to 

enjoy the benefits of accessibility of data to all of the Facebook users because of shortage of time 

and the lack of the resources. 

The usual limitations of the survey method such as time, human inadequacies, resource 

constraints, recollection and communication will be encountered by the researcher. A satisfactory 

sampling method will follow in selecting the area for the observation. Though much attention 

will be taken to collect the primary data, the memory bias on the part of the samples cannot be 

completely ruled out. 
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                  Teaching Sociology at Kathmandu University: A Glance 
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1. Introduction 

 

 

Study of sociology contributes to understand society, social institutions, and relationship 

of people scientifically. It is a scientific discipline which aims to link its basic ideas to the 

prevalent in the society. So as a discipline, sociology produces a unique type of knowledge that 

distinguishes it from various disciplines such as law, education, economics, politics, and so 

forth.Sociology occupies an important positionin social science however the boundary of 

sociology is blurred and has been established as multi-disciplinary subject in the recent days. The 

sociology as a subject integrated to education, medicine, engineering etc. In this context, this 

paper explores the state of teaching sociology at Kathmandu University (KU). Even if KU is 

considered as a leading university, it has not introduced study of sociology as a major discipline 

yet. In other words, the study of sociology is not found established as a pure social science rather 

integrated with different other discipline. Establishment of school of arts, school of education 
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and school of law are positive effort towards incorporating and strengthening sociological 

thoughts within the university. Also, there is latest trend to offer some sociological courses in 

science, management and other disciplines.The guiding philosophy that politics should not be 

invited within the university seems established in all the schools of the university, however, the 

absence of national contextual issues in the curriculum has still confined the university within 

the closed and limited circle. Furthermore, while establishing and continuing the very notion of 

seeing critical assessment of the society as ‘politics’, the idea neglects the national issue as well 

as discussion about popular sociological ideas i.e. issue of marginalization, electoral system and 

affirmative action toward injustice in teaching as well as research. 

Keywords: Sociology, Teaching Sociology, Sociology and Politics 

 

Contextualizing Sociology 

Human society has a very long history, however scientific study of societies and 

humanbegan only few centuries back. Etymologically sociology speaks of the 

society.Furthermore, it systematically explains structure and happeningin thesociety more 

closely (Giddings, 1984).Sociology is a study of social relation, among group of people which 

eventually forms social institutions,based on social interaction.Sociology is defined throughout 

the history as a study of society. Moreover, the scholars (Parsons, 1961; Weber, 1922) 

emphasized sociology as study of social interactions. The social interaction helps us to 

understand social structure, social relations, and social system more closely (Parsons, 1961). 

However, scholars such as Durkhim (1964) expanded the horizon of sociology and emphasized 

the importance of studying various social units or organs and their mutual relations as a social 

process. Afterward the sociology continuously expanded and is established as one of the major 

discipline in the academia (Doda, 2005) consequently, at present, sociology is not only the study 

of society but also study of its functioning manifested with multiple realities. 

 

Social change has been a global phenomenon in the present world. With the help of 

modern technology a society is enabled to interact with rest of others in the world, as a result, 

many social values are either integrated into other society or are in the verge of disappearance. 

However, along with changing society, there has been continuous shift in the paradigm of social 

understanding (Beck, 1999) as well. The study of sociology in this sense, gradually, changing 

along with social change. Sociology, in the twenty first century, is not limited within social 

science but also extended to other disciplinary such as education, engineering etc. Despite its 

contextual transformation, sociological study has been established as a major aspect in 

development process. Unlike other developed countries in the world, developing countries, 

particularly in South Asian, the study of poverty, inequalities, and social exclusion, as well as 

disparities in economy and aloof from the state have been established as an important discourse  

in sociology( Patel, 2018).In this sense, sociology has impact globally; however, the nature of 

the study in relation to particular context is different.  

 

Furthermore, study of sociology has contributed understanding perpetuating inequality in 

the world. The underlying structure of society, where one form of social stratification (Caste, 

ethnicity etc.) is declining, while other form (poor and rich) is emerging; as a result, few people 

have control over many of others. In this sense, it has become indispensable to understand nature 

of social institutions and its functioning to make peace and harmonious society.  In other word, 
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study of sociology has become an important aspect for a country, more specifically for its 

prosperity.  

 

In addition, sociology, through education, connects the people in the world. It helps to 

justify people’s beliefs of the society and finally, it teaches human being how to live in the society. 

So, education can be one of the best approaches to enhance the sociological understanding to the 

people. Furthermore, education is a process of continuous dialogue that enables people to acquire 

collective knowledge which they can use to change the society (Frerie, 1970) in rational way. 

More specifically, sociology education increases the knowledge about the society enabling 

people to their sustainable business (Dewey, 1916). Moreover, the knowledge about society and 

culture enhances one’s ability to adopt the society more efficiently. 

Sociology helps to understand power functioning in the society. Power affects more than 

personal relationships; it constructs a big social institution like group of people, professional 

organizations, and government agencies(Weber 1922).Likewise, a government’s power is not 

necessarily limited to control of its own citizens. A powerful nation, for instance, often uses its 

power to influence other governments and attempt to seize control of other nation states. Such 

power is manifested through many forms such as economy, religion, politics etc. In the present 

world, economic power has been exercised as a tool to impose ones will over others. In this 

context, sociology, in the twenty first century, is expanded as a crucial subject to assess the 

structure of human society and analyze the consequences of human relations.  

 

 

Sociology in Nepal 

 

Sociology as a science of society is globally established discipline in the academia. 

Nevertheless, Nepal only institutionalized sociology in academia after the establishment of 

democracy in 1950s (Hachhethu, 2002;Pyakurel, 2018). However, in the beginning, sociology 

was introduced only in government agencies for various purposes (Subedu&Upreti, 2014). In 

this sense, sociology in Nepal is emerging science which flourished in academia only after 1960s. 

It was taught formally preparing the syllabus of sociology and anthropology in Tribhuvan 

University (TU), the oldest university in Nepal since 1981(Pyakurel, 2018). Although, other 

universities have incorporated sociology as multidisciplinary subject in different levels, it has not 

been functioning as a large department similar to TU. In this context, the study conducted by 

Subedi and Uprety (2014) found that inadequate staffs, excessive workload, lack of research 

opportunities, and insufficient research skills are some constrains resulting the sub- standard 

quality of teaching learning and research of sociology in the context of TU. The quality in higher 

education is closely related to research productivity and particularly social issues come to 

academia through such research activities.  For Kias (2018), lack of research fund, well equipped 

study places and limitation of I/NGO conducted research are some common problems in the 

developing countries. Consequently, the overarching problem of lack of sufficient academic 

knowledge seems to have perpetuating. Nepal also faces problem of adequate research funding 

and conducive ecology for the quality research in the academic institute. Nevertheless, in the 

recent days, some of the universities in Nepal seem flexible with designing and updating course 

syllabus timely;they are struggling with insufficient staffs and academic research opportunities 

to contribute knowledge. More specifically, the contribution in the knowledge of sociology by 

faculties of sociology is difficult to find.  
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The importance of sociology in the context of Nepal is felt important by various scholars 

in different times. Sharma (2015) elaborates the importance of studying sociology to understand 

the society and bear the social responsibilities. He further shows the possible problem that there 

is a chance of losing social value and thus the future generation could be more individual and 

self-centric. In this sense, education should not be limited with achieving degree rather should be 

used to prepare skillful human resource and fulfill social need.  

 

Sociology is taken as a means to promote political harmony in the country. It explores 

the possible solutions for existing social problems as a result democratic norms such as access, 

rights and justice are strengthen in the country. Providing space to express feeling of every person, 

whatever his birth or occupation, will develop the ability and have the opportunity to take part in 

the social functioning. However, in the present context, Idea of justice society which is the basic 

aspect of democracy is weakening. There is large number of people who yet to be mainstreamed 

in the nation to become a dignified citizen. So, it is clear that there is nexus between prosperity 

and the democratic rights of the people assured by a particular country in the present world. To 

establish citizen friendly system, there is need of understanding the existing society and prevalent 

social system. In this sense, sociology can bridge the gap of knowledge about the society of newly 

structured Nepali states in the present context. Universities are the major actors for bringing such 

issues and seeking the solution in the country. Nevertheless, sociology aspects are often 

connotatively understood as political regime when there is no space is given in the academia.  

 

In the present context of Nepal, the study of sociology and social change is important 

since the country has transformed politically from a centralized unitary system to a decentralized 

federal system after a decade-long conflict and protracted political instability. The 753 local 

government units (Municipalities and Rural Municipalities) and seven states are the new 

government structures expected to play crucial role for strengthening the development process. 

The representatives in all level of governments who are selected through democratic process 

aspire to strengthen prosperity. Although Nepal has been practicing a democratic system since 

more than 50 years, nearly 25 % people are still living below the poverty line and this plight is 

even extended in geographically remote area (NRB, 2012).According to United Nations Human 

Development Report 2014, citizens from Western, Mid-Western andFar-Western regions are 

deprived of their basic needs, with the lowest Human Development Index (HDI) of 0.398 across 

the country. This disparity also varies in relation to peoples’ social background (caste, gender 

etc.) where Dalit has the lowest HDI of 0.434 compared to any other castes in the country. In this 

sense, there is need of rational actions in the development process to improve the livelihood of 

common people and uplift their living standard. And sociology can contribute to make the 

affirmative action structurally. 

 

Moreover, the universities in the country can bear the crucial role for generating 

knowledge in long run. It should be universities which often explore the social realities and even 

provides possible solutions. However, if the influencing academic institutions which often 

contributes for making national policies and plans remained neutral for current sociological 

issues, anticipated progressive development in the country would be far from expectation. In this 

sense, the university possesses the responsive role for producing relevant knowledge and human 

resources who would be able to able settle the current socio- political issues in the one hand and 
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serve the country as a competent citizen on the other hand. So, universities have greater 

responsibility to fulfill the gap of knowledge in such sociological issues. 

 

  

3. Locating Sociology at KU 
 

Kathmandu University (KU) was established in 1991 under the Act of Parliament, 

however as a precursor to an establishment of the University, a team of academicians established 

Kathmandu Valley Campus (KVC) in 1985 to provide education in Intermediate in Science (ISC) 

with academic affiliation with Tribhuvan University. The university, in the initial days, offered 

science and engineering streams and only in 1995 granted provisional affiliation to St. Xavier 

College Kathmandu for Bachelor in Social Work (BSW). Gradually, the university offered the 

social science courses with the establishment of School of Arts in 1996 with the aim of producing 

able professionals that can contribute to the development of the nation. Additionally, 

establishment of School of Education in 1997, with the aim of contributing to enhance the quality 

of education in the country,also started contributing social science, particularly after launching 

the Master program in Development Studies in 2005.Although Sociology, one of the major 

disciplines of social science, is not taught by any school/department in the university, it has been 

incorporated to make a multi-disciplinary subject, more specifically, in School of Arts and School 

of Education among seven other schools of the university. The following table presents existing 

situation of sociology related subjects offered in two schools of Kathmandu University.  

 

Table 1: Schools with offered programs and sociology related subjects 
 

SN Schools Offered Programs Offered Total Subjects Sociology Related 

Subjects 

1. School of Arts Master in 

Development 

Studies/ 

29 24 

Master in Human 

and Natural 

Resources Studies 

24 21 

Bachelor in Media 

Studies 

41 6 

Bachelor in 

Ethnomusicology 

44 5 

Bachelor in 

Community 

Development 

42 15 

Bachelor of Social 

Sciences/ Bachelor 

in Development 

Studies 

43 32 

Bachelor in 

Economics 

42 3 

2. School of 

Education 

16 187 3 

Source: KU website compiled by authors 
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The table 1 shows KU offers quite a good number of courses in its Master program. In 

Master program in Human and Natural Resources Studies, all other subjects except subjects like 

Ecosystem Analysis, Development communication, and Environmental Impact Assessment are 

not different than a Master in sociology. Almost was the case for Master in Development Studies 

where courses i.e. Macro Economics, Micro Economics, Development Finance, Development 

Communication and Ecosystem Analysis might be seen different than sociology studies. Coming 

to its undergraduate programme, one finds fairly a good number of courses offered to Bachelors 

in Community Development, Bachelor of Social Sciences and Bachelor in Development Studies.   

 

Likewise, the school of education, In 2018  runs sixteen academic programs of different 

level: Bachelor in Chinese Language Teaching; Post-graduate Diplomas in Early Childhood 

Education, and Primary Education; Master of Education in Leadership and Management (one 

year and two year), English Language Teaching, Math Teaching, Sustainable Development, and 

Master in Technical and Vocational Education; M Phil in Leadership and Management, 

Development Studies, Math Education, and English Language Education; and PhD in Leadership 

and Management, Development Studies, and Curriculum and Instruction.There are 187 different 

subjects offered in these sixteen however only three sociology related subjects; Sociology of 

Education, Sociology of Work and Occupation and Sustainable Development are found offered 

in the school. Nevertheless, these offered sociology related subjects are not offered as pure 

sociological discipline rather integrated with discipline of education, work and occupation and 

development. 

Till today, sociology has not been established as an independent subject in KU rather it 

is offered as a multi-disciplinary in some of the schools. Multidisciplinary isrefers to cooperation 

of scholars belonging to different academic disciplines. In the multi-disciplinary, scholars from 

more than one discipline work together on a common problems without altering their disciplinary 

approach (Uwizeyimana & Basheka, 2017). We found similar approach of disciplinary practice 

in the KU. For instances, sociology in School of Arts is integrated with other social science 

subjects such as Development studies, Media studies and so on. Similarly, sociology in school 

of Law is offered to understand the sociological aspect of law. In the same vein, School of 

Education providing sociology related subjects in some of the programs with different disciplines 

such as education, work and occupation and sustainable development. The sociology related 

subjects in all three schools shows that sociology is not as core subjects but it is offered as to 

explore the sociological dimension of development, law and education. According to Choi and 

Pak (2006)multidisciplinary approach helps to resolve the problems which are structurally 

prevalent through different perspective. The sociological subjects offered in KU are also found 

widening the mono-disciplinary approach of development, Law and Education. The sociology 

has provided space to explore the subjects in different context as a result School of Arts, Law 

and Educationhas broadened the study area crossing the mere mono disciplinary boundary. 

In the contrary, Buraway (2013) also sees danger of integrating the disciplinary in many 

cases.  According to author, the process abandons the core disciplinary value and becomes 

incompatible fusion leading to superficial knowledge. The scholar further argues that dissolution 

of the discipline with one another misses its theoretical, methodological and empirical value. We 

cannot deny the possible threat in KU through the integration of sociological subjects in other 

disciplinary. Although sociology has broadened the disciplinary horizon of development, law 

and education, it also is blurring the boundary of disciplinary values in terms of theory and 
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methodology. In this regard, the situation of sociology in KU shows that on the one hand 

sociology is not recognized as an important discipline and on the other had it has lost its thematic 

relevancy. As a result, it seems that the sociology as a pure discipline is facing an identity crisis 

regarding the exact location in the sociological knowledge -sphere. Sociology proposed by 

August Comte is a social science which studies human society scientifically. But in the present 

context, the nature of sociological subject offered in different disciplinary are the examples that 

sociology has crossed the disciplinary boundary. Incorporation of sociological perspective in 

different programs such as education, law etc. implicates that sociology as a multi-disciplinary 

subject. However, the existing sociology as a multi-disciplinary subject also reveals absence of 

core sociological issues in the university. As the result, university has not been able to put 

effective contribution to solve the perpetuating inequality in the developing country like Nepal. 

In this situation, the issues of marginalization and political and structural transformation in the 

country are far from academic discourse.   

 

 

4. Sociology at KU: Connotation of politics 

 

The world has long history of research that are related to the concept and meaning that 

are emerged in the society. The issues of the societies are often structural and it needs sociological 

research to explore the possible solution based on existing knowledge within the functioning 

society. In this context, academic institutions have crucial role to explore the issues of the society 

and contribute for harmony and development. The academic institutions, particularly those which 

offer higher education in the country have greater role to make the positive change happen. They 

can play an important role to serve purely intellectual and cultural function for overall 

development. It not only shows direction in present context but also createsa new knowledge for 

progressive social change. 

 

KU as a university was established to prepare skilled human resources for the country. 

The university has significant contribution for producing skilled human resources particularly in 

the field of medicine, engineering, management, education and arts. Consequently, the university 

is established as one of the leading universities in the country. During the interaction with the 

former dean of one of the schools of the university, we found the similar understandings amongst 

the senior faculties while talking about university’s guiding principle. He also expressed the basic 

principle of KU referring thatpolitics should not be invited within the university (M. Banskota, 

personal communication, 5 December 2018). According to him KU has been place of respect for 

all as it has been creating its neutral position in the politics. It is true that academia should be free 

from political influence but academia can contribute to politics for prosperity of the country. 

Furthermore, the university has responsibility to generate knowledge about the current issues so 

that the structural problem can have sustainable solution.Here, it can be argued limitation of 

politics that it covers. Additionally, the negative connotation of politics obliviously confine it as 

a result serious social issues such as issue of inclusion, deprivation etc will be neglected. If 

sociological issues are perceived only as politics of collective bargaining platforms i.e. student 

unions, teachers’ union, reservations policies ,it would be injustice to other serious issues which 

study of sociology covers. There are equally the issues of current sociology. In this sense, it can 

be argued that the university seems to be away from sociological issues in the pretext of ‘politics’. 

The individualistic perception of the politics that it is only beneficial for personal interest rather 
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than whole society misses the sociological perspective. The situation is also the evidence that 

social science could not create its space in the university. Although it is true that politics does not 

determine all the development, the liberal politics definitely influences the success of the 

development (Sharma, 2015). So, basis of politics is development and citizen rather basis of 

development is politics. Nevertheless, politics should not be only perceived in the sense that it is 

professional organization made for collective bargaining, discussion about progressive ideas such 

as issue of marginalization, affirmative action etc. That is where one could see the contradiction 

as sociology/social science by-and-large focuses those aspects in teaching as well as research. 

Nevertheless, a university which shares its ambition to be the best university in the country cannot 

sideline socio-political issues of the country. 

 

Historically, universities have been playing crucial role in knowledge generation globally. 

In this sense, universities have influencing contribution in developing relevant knowledge as per 

need. As a result, they have always been vehicle for planning and socializing dominant groups 

in the country (Castells, 2001). Knowledge generation seems most important function of the 

universities however preparing skillful and relevant human resources is equally crucial. At 

present context of globalization, university primarily can enhance the global knowledge in the 

society. This implies that the ability of people, society, institutions, and prosperity of country 

depends on effectiveness and relevance of the university system to the society (Castells, 

2001).The scholar further argues that Universities are the critical source of equalization of 

chances and democratization of society by making possible equal opportunities. It’s not only a 

contribution to economic growth but also contribution to social equality. Furthermore, university 

also is helpful with their ability to develop new cultures; that is, to be the source of cultural 

renewal and cultural innovation. In this regard, the university can significantly contribute to 

understand existing problem structurally and even has ability to explore possible solution for it. 

National social, cultural and other aspects of development can be greatly contributed by 

universities. 

 

Nevertheless, the very idea about the importance of sociology could not be reflected in 

the real practice at KU. The integration of sociology with other subjects has lessened the 

importance of core sociological issue. More specifically, less importance to social science is 

neglecting the prevalent social and political issues of the nation. If we go through the sociological 

subjects offered in KU, the teaching of sociology at graduate and post graduate level is a 

multidisciplinary subject. There are different graduate programs which offer sociology with 

certain specific area such as education, development, work and occupation etc. But, 

fundamentally the offered subjects contributes very less as per the national need. As a result, core 

areas of sociological aspect remains neglected. Yes, university has offered the social science 

subjects. Establishment of school of arts, school of education and school of law are the example 

that social science is present in KU. Additionally, some social science courses are also offered in 

science, management and other disciplines. However, the university largely fails to cover the 

contextual issues in any of the school. Consequently, the issue of discrimination, inequality, 

problem of employability, the mobility of youth etc remains silence in the academic field which 

perpetuates the problem structurally in the society. Additionally the country is transforming from 

unitary system to federal system but the university has not offered the relevant subjects related 

to federalism, secularism, state restricting caste/ethnicity, regionalism etc. Hence, the subject 
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offered in the university largely either neutrals or multidisciplinary in nature thus neglects the 

current national issues.   

 

The KU as one of the leading universities has crucial role for contributing knowledge on 

national system thus the curriculum taught and courses which are offered should help student to 

grow according to changing context. The university needs to serve as resources to connect people, 

enable social harmony and solve existing problem. According to Sharma (2015) the university 

aims to contribute politics rather than expecting any from politics. However, KU is not visible in 

such issues neither through academic curriculum nor with research. 

 

Nonetheless, teaching sociology in universities in Nepal is subject to multifarious 

challenges. One of the genuine problems in teaching and learning culture is pervading climate of 

uncritical and reflexive intellectuals (Mishra, 2005) in their academic works. This has led to an 

acute shortage of quality text books in the country. Only very few sociologists, of Nepal are 

engaged in writing sociology books that are contextual to the Nepali society. In the absence of 

quality books in the country, teachers and students have to rely on foreign knowledge product. 

This knowledge crisis has created significant effect in the national context, however in the 

particular; three overarching problems can be easily anticipated.  

 

 

The first, there remains possibility of declining national knowledge heritage. The 

contextual knowledge would be unexplored as a result the national knowledge would be 

unavailable which means perpetuating social issues will remain unexplored. The second, it will 

lead to literary dependency consequently the students and teachers will be compelled to buy 

knowledge product in unfair prices. This will particularly create the crisis in local knowledge to 

explore the solution at local level. Finally, there would be big gap in the contextual knowledge. 

The theoretical model adopted in the different context may not have similar result as a result 

there is a risk of increasing gap between theoretical knowledge which is produced in different 

context, mostly European and American, and practical application in Nepal.In this sense, there 

would be big question about sustainability of intervened development programs. So, there is a 

need of academic work, particularly in the university, to produce the national guiding knowledge 

in the context of Nepal. And university is one of the possible academic institutions which can 

fulfill the need of structural analysis of emerging situations. 

 

In this sense, sociology is important in the institution like KU which can have meaningful 

contribution in nation building. Sociological inquiry will help built a better understanding of the 

problems that are structurally underlined in our societies and contribute to forming policies and 

action that will make for less violent, more just societies. 

 

6. Conclusion 

 

Sociology is established as one of the important discipline in the university globally. 

Human society is dynamic and it is because of nature of the society, the nature of the sociology 

is also changing through the history. As a result, the boundary of sociology is expanding day by 

day. Sociology reflects the existing society and helps to understand more clearly. More 

specifically, sociology provides the structural solution to deal the social issue rationally. In this 
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sense, sociology can be crucial tool to enhance the development in democratizing Nepali state. 

Sociology also can be a vehicle for generating local knowledge hence supporting the national 

development. Sociology as an academic discipline in Nepali academia is still immature. One of 

the emerging Universities, Kathmandu University, has also incorporated sociology as a 

multidisciplinary subject in graduate and post graduate level in its different schools. The 

sociology in the course of time is transforming from single to multidisciplinary genre in the 

university. Sociology courses are offered in the different programs which show sociology is 

losing its legacy of humanities and social science. There are several reasons for substandard 

sociological teaching learning in the university. Insufficient human resources, lack of research 

ecology, and lack of funding resources are more genuine. As a result, the research in the study is 

limited to project based research which hardly contributes in the academic knowledge and it has 

been overarching problem in the developing countries. Hence, there is need of establishing 

research environment in the university and the effort will not only help to fulfill the need of 

contextual knowledge but also explore local knowledge heritage. Sociology is always oriented 

with such societal issues. But the subject is introduced as multidisciplinary subject in KU as a 

result the university is not visible in national issues. The university has influencing role for the 

structural solution of national problem. However, all the national problems are linked with mere 

politics, the social problems are chance to perpetuate continuously. Hence, in the present context, 

both academic discourse and research of sociology is important which would be real contribution 

to the society and in general to the country as per the philosophy of KU envisioned by founding 

fathers of the university. 
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Legitimate bases of the Constitution of Nepal and Prospects of Strengthening Democracy  

Ganesh Datta Bhatta 

Associate Professor, Nepal Law Campus, Kathmandu 

Introduction 

In a democratic society, the Constitution plays vital role in governance of the state affairs. Any 

laws, acts and programmes which are brought against the spirit of the constitution do not get 

legitimacy. The established practice in relation to the notion of governance is that the democratic 

constitution is drafted with the will and consent of the people. That is people are sovereign and 

source of the Constitution and the Constitution drafted thus becomes the supreme law of the land. 

In the world there are many ways to draft the constitution yet the constitution, which is drafted 

with the people’s representative elected with due process of law has the legitimate potential to 

become the supreme law of the land. A Constitution means a document having special legal 

sanctity which sets but the frame-work and the principal functions of the organs of the 

government of a state and declares the principles governing the operation of those organs.‡‡‡‡ All 

constitutions are the heirs of the past as well as the testators of the future§§§§.  

Constitution of a country lays down the basic structure of the political system under which its 

people are to be governed. It establishes the main organs of the state--the legislatures, the 

executive and the judiciary, defines their power, demarcates their responsibilities and regulates 

their relationships with each other and with the people.'   

Democracy and the Constitution 

In a democracy, sovereignty vests in the people and ideally the people govern themselves. In the 

modern representative democracies, people exercise their inalienable right to decide how and by 

whom they should be governed. The very first and foremost application of their sovereignty by 

the people is in giving themselves a constitution which outlines the ground rules under which 

certain powers are transferred to different organs of the government which are to be exercised by 

them. The constitution of a country may also be described as its foundational law which ordains 

the fundamentals of its polity and on the altar of which all other laws and executive acts of the 

state are to be tested for their validity and legitimacy.  

Every constitution represents the vision and values of its founding fathers and is based on the 

social, political and economic ethos and faith and aspirations of the people. Constitution is a 

living organism of functioning institutions. It keeps on evolving and growing. Every constitution 

gets meaning and content only from the manner in which and the people by whom it is operated, 

                                                        
‡‡‡‡ Wade and Philips, Constitutional Law, London 1971, Longman group 
limited, p.1 
§§§§ Ibid, p.4. 
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the effects it acquires from how it is interpreted by courts of the land and the conventions and 

practices that grow around it in the actual process of its working.***** 

As we said earlier, a constitution is the supreme legal document on which all the laws, 

acts, delegated legislations and regulations of a country are based. Therefore, constitution making 

is an important part of the process of ensuring justice, peace, security and good governance. 

Constitution making is also an exercise in democratic empowerment and can contribute 

significantly to nation-building. In order to ensure and incorporate the marginal voices, majority 

articulations and minority aspirations, a large number of key stakeholders at all levels must be 

involved in the making of a constitution. There should be reconciliation between mainstream and 

conflicting forces, and consensus among all the political forces on the constitution making 

process. Without this the constitution thus formed will have little legitimacy.'†††††  There can be 

no state without a constitution, sometimes the constitution of a state is definitely formulated in a 

document or documents; sometimes it is found in established body of rules, maxims, traditions 

and practices in accordance with which its government is organized and its powers are 

exercised‡‡‡‡‡. James Bryce defines a constitution as 'a frame of political society, organized 

through and by law, that is to say one in which law has established permanent institutions which 

recognize functions and definite rights.' Again, a constitution may be said to be a collection of 

principles according to which the power of the government, the rights of the governed and the 

relations between the two are adjusted. A true constitution will have the following facts about it 

very clearly marked; first, how the various agencies are organized; secondly, what power is 

entrusted to those agencies; and thirdly, in what manner such powers are to be exercised. The 

objects of a constitution, in short, are to limit the arbitrary action of the government, to guarantee 

the rights of the governed, and to define the operation of the sovereign power.§§§§§ 

Constitution have, of course, been granted or adopted for many different reasons. New 

constitutions have marked stages in a progression towards self-government (as in most British 

colonies before independence); they have established a system of government in a newly 

independent state (as with the United State of America in 1787), or in a reconstituted  state (such 

as Malaysia in 1963 or Tanzania in 1964); they have marked a major change in the system of 

government (as in Spain in 1978); they have been adopted in order to rebuild the machinery of 

government following defeat in war (as with the Federal Republic of Germany in 1949); as they 

have declared a new beginning after a revolution, or after the collapse of a regime (as in France 

in 1791 and in 1958)******. In the vast majority of developed states the constitution is the supreme 

law: it designates the principal organs of government, and gives them their authority. It is 

normally also a kind of higher law: all, or some, of the rules set out in the constitution are 

                                                        
***** Subhash C. Kashyap, Our Constitution, New Delhi 2009, National Book 
Trust, pp.1-2 
††††† Hari P. Bhattarai, Democratic Constitution Making, Kathmandu 2007, 
Nepal south Asia center (NESAC), p.1 
‡‡‡‡‡ A.C. Kapur, Principles of Political Science, New Delhi 1997, S. Chand & 
Company Ltd., p. 485. 
§§§§§C.F. Strong, A History of Modern Political Constitution, Delhi, Surjeet 
Publication, pp. 11-12 
****** Rodney Brazied, Constitutional Reform, Great Britain 1991, Clearendon 
Press Oxford. 
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hierarchically superior to other law and are only alterable by a specially prescribed 

procedure††††††. 

If we investigate the origins of modern constitutions, we find that, practically without 

exception, they were drawn up and adopted because people wished to mark a fresh start, so far 

as the statement of their system of their government was concerned. The circumstances in which 

a break with the past and the need for a fresh start comes about vary from country to country, but 

in almost every case in modern times, countries have a constitution for the very simple and 

elementary reason that they wanted, for some reason, to begin again and so they put down in 

writing the main outlines of their proposed system of government. This has been the practice 

since 1787, when the American constitution was drafted, and as the year passed, imitation and 

the force of example have led all countries to think about the necessity to have a constitution‡‡‡‡‡‡. 

Constitution is very important for every modern state. It is needed to determine the role 

of political institutions and elected officials, and save the state from anarchy. In addition to laying 

down the provisions of main organs of the government, it provides for mutual relations between 

them. The provision of fundamental rights in the Constitution plays an important role in 

providing security to individuals and citizens of the state. The government of the country derives 

its power from the Constitution. The emphasis of the Constitution is in forming a limited 

government. In the words of K.C.Wheare “Constitution is used to describe the whole system of 

government of a country, the collection of rules which establish and regulate, or govern the 

government. These rules are partly legal, in the sense that courts of law will recognize and apply 

them, and partly non legal or extra-legal, taking them from of usages, understandings, customs, 

or conventions which courts do not recognize as a law but which are not less effective in 

regulating the government then the rules of law strictly so called.”§§§§§§  

 Apart from making provisions of different organs of the government and providing their 

formation, powers and working procedures, the Constitution mentions about the rules and 

principles that regulate and maintain relations between these organs and citizens of the state. 

Since that Constitution is a document which regulates governance system, it institutionalizes 

democracy through the medium of major constitutional provisions such as the preamble of the 

document; the provisions of fundamental rights; directive principles, policies and obligations of 

the state; provisions of executive, legislative and judiciary branches of the government; 

provisions regarding political parties, election system and the governance system.      Constitution 

is imperative for institutionalization of democracy and establishment of a legitimate state. The 

norms of modern democracy emphasize on limited government. Moreover, it stresses on the 

protection and promotion of basic rights of the people. “In modern times, the formation of 

government and the source of its power are only as provided for in the Constitution. No 

government could be formed without a constitutional basis.  A constitutional government should 

not have unlimited power: it should be controlled and have only limited power.  Only a 

democratic constitution and the laws enacted therein could be the basis of a constitutional 

                                                        
†††††† Ibid, pp. 1,3 
‡‡‡‡‡‡ K.C. Wheare, Modern Constitution, Bombay 1984, Oxford University 
Press, pp. 6,7 
§§§§§§ Ibid, p. 1 
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government.” *******  In this age it would be very unnatural to make a constitution without the 

involvement of people. It is widely believed that the constitution making process is as important 

as its inherent provisions. A participatory and inclusive constitution making process will create 

an atmosphere for national consensus which helps to make it democratic and sustainable. Nepal 

imbibed these principles and made a constitution through a Constituent Assembly. 

Nepal’s Constitutional Experience  

In Nepal’s context, there could be numerous arguments for and against the constitution 

making process adopted by the Constituent Assembly. People’s participation in the constitution 

writing process cannot be regarded as wrong if it is compared with the abstract principles of 

constitution making. The election of a Constituent Assembly should be regarded as the right 

approach to make a constitution if the fundamental law of the land could be made a legitimate 

basis for the creation of an inclusive society, and if it is made through a participatory process to 

lay a strong foundation to strengthen the institutionalization of an inclusive democracy. The 

aspirations and efforts of Nepali people to write a constitution through a Constituent Assembly 

since 2007 B.S has been realized by the promulgation of the Constitution of Nepal.  With a 

protracted effort that lasted for nearly eight years, about 90 percent of the Assembly members 

approved and promulgated the new Constitution of Nepal on 20 September 2015 (3 Asoj 2072). 

It was signed by 537 members out of 598 existing members of the Constituent Assembly.    

 For the first time in the constitutional history of Nepal, Nepali people have been able to 

write a constitution for themselves, which is a testimony to the fact that they are sovereign. 

Despite the fact that the new constitution is Nepal’s seventh constitution, it is the first constitution 

written and promulgated by the sovereign people of the country. Written and imbibed with the 

spirit of a federal democratic republic, the Constitution of Nepal includes a preamble, 35 Parts, 

308 articles and nine schedules.  Whatever the methods and procedures used in constitution 

building, only the processes that adopt constitutionalism and the basic principles of rule of law 

can create a base to strengthen the institutionalization of democracy. Since that the Constitution 

of Nepal has fully adopted constitutionalism and the basic principles of rule of law such as the 

concept of limited governance, or that the government should be limited, or that it should not be 

arbitrary; the constitutional guarantee that the people will be able to exercise their basic rights 

freely; a governance system run with the consent and participation of the people; the governance 

system based on laws legislated by elected representatives of people through adult franchise held 

periodically in a free and impartial manner, and that all people are equal before law and equal 

protection of people by law.      

 It is said a constitution should be judged on the basis of three things. First, how is the 

constitution made? Second, what provisions have been made in it? And thirdly, how has it been 

implemented? A constitution will be successful only when these aspects of constitution making 

and implementation are assimilated. In this sense, the Constitution of Nepal has been made with 

the support and participation of elected representatives of people.  The concept imbibed and the 

provisions made by this constitution are based on democratic norms and values. Its effective 

                                                        
******* Bidur Koirala, Loktantrik Sambidhanka Aadharharu, Kathmandu M 
Sarathi Adhyayan tatha Anusandhan Kendra, 2065 p 9. 
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implementation can guide the country towards constitutional stability, which in turn, can lead the 

country effectively towards prosperity. If the new constitution is to be evaluated with these norms 

and values in mind, it will be necessary to recall the sayings of then honorable chairperson of the 

Constituent Assembly Subash Nembang.  

According to him “The major political parties represented in the Constituent Assembly—

Nepali Congress, Nepali Communist Party UML, Nepal Communist Party (Maoist Center) and 

Rastriya Prajatanrik Party promulgated the new constitution through consensus by putting aside 

several of their standpoints. With an untiring effort that lasted for five years and eight months, 

the Constituent Assembly promulgated the new constitution with the approval of 90 percent 

members of the Assembly. International experience shows that it is not possible to have a hundred 

percent approval on all issues relating to constitution making anywhere in the world. Sixty-five 

percent of the Assembly members had passed the constitution of neighboring India. Likewise, 

fifty-two percent members of the Assembly had approved and promulgated the constitution of 

the United States of America.”†††††††      

 Mr Nembang’s views clarify the matured approach adopted and democratic basis of the 

new constitution. It needs no further elaboration. In short, it is a democratic constitution if it is 

evaluated on the basis of the norms and values it has imbibed and the major provisions made in 

it. It is based on the principles of constitutionalism and has imbibed norms and values of rule of 

law. In other words, the constitutional provisions are aimed towards institutionalization of the 

norms of a limited government. Constitutional provisions have been made in way not to make 

the state arbitrary, and enable the people to exercise their rights freely. The constitution is based 

on norms and values of rule of law and that all citizens are equal before law, and that law will 

provide equal protection to all citizens. It has imbibed the principle and process that the state will 

be run with the consent and participation of the people. It constitutionally guarantees people’s 

basic rights. Furthermore, it aims to create a situation to guarantee that the people will be able to 

exercise their basic rights without any encroachment.        

Likewise, the constitution emphasizes on a limited and accountable government. It aims 

to enable the access of ordinary people to different organs of the government on the basis of the 

principle of proportional inclusion.  Moreover, it stresses on a system which will give justice to 

the weaker class, community and regions of the country on the basis of the policy of positive 

discrimination. In order not to make any organ of the government arbitrary, the constitution is 

based on the norms and values of modern constitution such as the principles of separation of 

powers and checks and balances. The constitution has made a provision of running the country 

by people’s representatives elected through periodic elections. Plurality is the norms of 

democracy and the constitution has made necessary constitutional provisions to institutionalize 

its norms and values.       

 The new constitution has imbibed the concept and provisions needed to institutionalize 

republicanism and federalism brought about by the political change of 2062/063 B.S. There is no 

reason to doubt that the fundamental law of the land is based on these and other democratic norms 

and values. The constitution making process and the democratic bases on which it is founded 

need not be questioned. International experiences show that a good constitution and a good 

                                                        
††††††† Subash Nembang. Yo Sambidhanko Prakriya Bhatkiyo Bhane Sabai 
Dubchhau. Nagarik, Poush 3, 2073 
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constitution making proves may vary according to the context of the country concerned. Despite 

democratic processes and procedures and the adoption of democratic norms and values while 

making a constitution, it may not last long if the implementation aspect is ineffective.         

The Weimar constitution was good but it could not last long because of lack of 

commitment to its implementation. The MacArthur constitution is still effective and acceptable 

because of the sincerity involved and its effective implementation despite the lapses in its making. 

The American Constitution commenced in 1789, with limited amendments, is still going strong 

because of its effective implementation and the loyalty of the American people. In this sense, 

effective implementation of a democratic constitutional is as important as the constitution making 

process and the basic provisions it has made. However good a constitution may be, there is a 

strong possibility of its failure if the implementation aspect is weak and if the political forces and 

the state mechanism responsible for its implementation lack accountability. Nepal's Constitution 

was promulgated nearly four years ago. The Constitution was promulgated with the consent of 

90 percent of the Constituent Assembly members comprising from various political parties. The 

promulgation of the Constitution took significant time nearly six years and was promulgated on 

Asoj 02, 2072 B.S.  With the promulgation of this Constitution now is in a different phase.  

Fundamental Features of Nepal’s Constitution  

The Constitution of Nepal truly believes in the principle of constitutionalism. The 

Constitution states that Nepal’s model of governance would uphold the notion of pluralism. It 

also underlines of Nepal having a federal democratic republic with parliamentary system in place. 

Federal Nepal will have three layers of governance: Centre, Province and the Local. This has 

been duly mentioned in the Constitution. The state power shall be exercised by these three layer 

of governments within the Constitutional ambit. After the promulgation of the Constitution some 

four years ago, Nepal has already conducted free and fair election and now it has government at 

all three layers. All these governments (centre, provincial, and local) are now conducting their 

duties as per the wishes of the people. The federal government is elected with two-third majority. 

In all layers of governments, Communist Party of Nepal with its allies from the political parties 

hailing from Terai-Madhes has been able to form the governments of two-third majority. Even 

those political parties who were opposing the Constitution while it was under the process of being 

promulgated have now participated in the elections conducted as per the Constitution of Nepal. 

They now  have shown their presence in the parliament. Those political forces  who were doing 

politics over the Constitution have now owned the Constitution and area now engaged in positive 

and constructive politics which certainly is encouraging steps for Nepali citizen. In terms of 

number, political parties in opposition have poor presence yet, they have been able to fulfill the 

duties of responsible oppositional parties. Thirty-six thousand people's representatives are there 

with the completion of three layers of election. These representatives are now engaged both in 

nation-building and state-building process. Despite the geopolitical constraints, the government 

has been able to maintain cordial relations with its powerful neighbors, which is important for 

Nepal's political and Constitutional stability. All three layers of governments are now engaged 

in strengthening democratic institutions, maintaining political stability, and ensuring 

development and peace. There are chances of having effective implementation of the 

Constitution, which would uphold the notion of good governance. With these all in place, Nepal 

now will have the statecraft, which would work as per the will and participation of the people.  



Journal of Communication, Politics & Society 
                   Volume 1 Issue 1 2019  

 

 41 

 In spite of the lengthy constitution making process, Nepal has written its own constitution. 

The new constitution could be made to suit people’s aspirations by following the norms of 

constitutional development and democratic practices. For that, this constitution has already 

created legitimate bases for its timely progression according to the aspirations of people by 

making constitutional provisions of periodic elections; an independent judiciary with the 

Supreme Court as the interpreter of the constitution; a political system which is to be endorsed 

by people; a governance system which is accountable to people; constitutional provision of 

constitution amendment; a proportionally inclusive state system; widely guaranteed fundamental 

rights, and an independent and able legislature to legislate laws. There should not be any reason 

to express discontent to it. Effective implementation of the constitution can address present 

dissatisfactions through healthy and legitimate ways.  

Lastly, the views expressed by the chairperson of Constitution Advisory Commission for 

the Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal, 2047, and former chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of Nepal late Bishwanath Upadhyay, on the challenges to be encountered in the process of 

constitution making and its implementation, are still relevant today. According to him, “The task 

of constitution making and its implementation is in itself very challenging. Apart from the need 

for a wider political consensus for such a challenging task, there will also be a need for a good 

and accountable political culture based on democratic norms and ideal. The implementation of 

new constitution of Nepal is certainly difficult and complicated task in the absence of national 

unity and an accountable political culture founded on democratic norms and ideal and a widened 

polarized nation.”‡‡‡‡‡‡‡  

Conclusion 

For the effective implementation of the constitution and the institutional development of 

democracy, we all need to have commitments toward them. All three layers of the governments 

and their representative should be responsible to the people while discharging their duties. The 

two-third majority government should not merely engage in manifesting its numerical strengths, 

which will not lead us anywhere. In contrast, the government should be abided by the rule of law 

and develop the political culture of consensus, coordination, and cooperatives. This alone will 

help to strengthen democracy and achieve economic prosperity. Time has come that we need to 

develop the culture of understanding and listening to each other's genuine concerns. Respecting 

each other is another important part of democracy. Likewise, adoption of the Constitutional 

approach to address the problems and development of the institutional decision making process 

would equally needed.  

  

                                                        
Gyanmani Nepal. Ganatantra Dekhi Loktantrik Ganatantra Samma. 
Kathmandu. Makalu Prakashan Griha. 2066, P Ka.  
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Film Commissions as a driver for tourism, economic and cultural Development: A 

comparative study of India and Papua New Guinea  

 

Kaveri Devi Mishra, Amity University 

Abstract: 

Film Industry has played a vital role in show casing culture and accelerating tourism thereby 

largely contributing in economic development in many countries across the world. A standing 

example is Bollywood (Indian Cinema) that has successfully show cased its diversity and culture 

over decades across the world from USA, UK, Canada, and Africa to Russia and European 

countries. Looking at the popularity of Indian Films, many regions across Europe, USA, 

Switzerland, Canada, Poland and Bulgaria to name a few countries have offered incentives to 

attract Indian film industry for production, film shooting and related activities. These activities 

have contributed and emerged as a significant boost to local economies and led to the rise of 

tourism.  

Film industry, is a vast multifaceted sector involving creativity, technicality and resources. It has 

the potential to diversify and expand the economic base having many tangible and intangible 

benefits that make it attractive and feasible across any country.  

The aim of this paper is to analyse the main models of Film Commissions that have been 

successful and encouraging film industry globally. Thereby, analyzing the contrasting framework 

of the situation in PNG where film industry has been neglected for various reasons. While they 

are planning to set up Film Commission and review film industry to boost economic and strategic 

development with a focus centered on   tourism and cultural activities.  

Keywords: Film Commission, film fund, audio-visual industry, economic development, 

cultural development 

 

1. Introduction 

Post globalization, film industry has become ubiquitous activity globally turning it into a multi-

billion dollar business. Being a gigantic multi-fold industry it is has significant potential to boost 

economy, expands cultural ties, create employment opportunities and most importantly 

accelerate the tourism industry activities. The film industry is at a rise and expected to grow to a 

50 Billion USD by 2020, with India being the largest film market followed by China and the 

USA as projected by the Film and Movie Industry statistics. [1]. 

The creative sector contributes significantly towards nations GDP. Therefore, many countries are 

embarking on the film industry as a viable means to boost tourism and expand it economy 

activities making ‘Film tourism’ an integral part of their promotion plan.  

Film and tourism are constantly evolving, innovating to attract the masses by large number of 

product, services, media advertise, and promotion thus pertinent to this the research, Thomson 

Holidays (2014) outlook that films are a powerful medium of adverting and are literally ‘virtual 



Journal of Communication, Politics & Society 
                   Volume 1 Issue 1 2019  

 

 44 

holiday brochures’. The reports highlights that majority of the people plan their holiday 

destination after having seen it on big screen.  

 

The film industry contributes to a high global tourism sector increasing the publicity of the 

destination bringing in several benefits on the economic development of a destination. It plays a 

vital role in expanding tourism and economic activities thus contributing to territorial 

development. A strong film industry also brings positive economic and cultural benefits in terms 

of direct and indirect economic expenditure on all satellite industries involved in the production. 

For this reason post globalization, we witness a strong marketing and promotional trend linking 

between film and tourism across North America, Europe and South Asia.  

 

In order to understand the role and function of film that has a strong impact and influences culture, 

we firstly examine the definition of culture defined by Hofstede (1997)  

 

“Culture refers to the cumulative deposit of knowledge, experience, beliefs, values,  

attitudes, meanings, hierarchies, religion, notions of time, roles, spatial relations, concepts 

of the universe, and material objects and possessions acquired by a group of people in the 

course of generations through individual and group striving” Hofstede   (1997). 

 

2. Context of this study 

 

For this, research the phenomenon of film industry as key drivers of culture, tourism and economic 

development has been analyzed. Case studies and literatures are reviewed to establish existing 

perceptive on the current topic. Established facts and discussions of the various concepts and 

definitions analyzed.  

 

In the process of developing the PNG movie industry, it is vital to identify the major stakeholders 

and components that are needed to set up and regulate the industry. For which the stakeholder 

theory will be relevant for a better understanding of various stakeholders and their role in tourism, 

cultural and film industry will be examined.  

 

In order to have a better understanding of the research topic previous works and literature will be 

analyzed as literature review on the various aspects of Film Tourism, film commission and the 

influence of film destination of promoting a destination and socio cultural benefits towards 

economic development.  

 

International successful case study demonstrating the possibility offered by the linkages between 

film tourism will be analyzed in the paper with particular relevance attributed to the Indian 

situation in the film tourism segment.  

 

This paper addresses the shortcoming and existing gap in PNG Cultural and tourism Ministry and 

the knowledge gap that questions the viability of the sector as key driver for social, cultural, 

economically growth for sustainable development in PNG. 

 

3. Research framework, approach and methodology 
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Taking the foothold of Boorstin (1961) who first discussed the role of film tourism, several 

theorists including Butler (1990) Riley and Van Doren (1992) Tooke and Baker (1996) advocated 

for the film and media specific studies. Whereas Beeton (2005) highlights the growing 

understanding of the film and tourism relationship reflected by various film tourism definitions. 

However, the film tourism is post globalization phenomena it is relatively recent idea and focus 

on film tourism, there is already a range of definitions and understandings of the concept. The 

stake holders have finally realized the potential film tourism as mentioned by Beeton ( 2005, 

2006a) Heitman (2010).  

It is vital to understand the role and impact of stakeholders, it is a complex issue since many film 

tourism studies have failed to explicitly list stakeholders. Therefore term ‘stakeholder’ is often 

generically used in film tourism discussions (Connell, 2005a; O’Connor, et al., 2008). The 

Stakeholder theory suggests that the purpose of a business is to create as much value as possible 

for stakeholders. In order to have a sustainable growth and be successful over a period, it is vital 

to keep the interest of audience, customers, communities and stakeholders on the same line. [2] 

Whereas Frost (2008) identifies stakeholders as local community and groups, while Heitmann 

(2010) has identified four prominent stakeholder groups;  

1. film industry;  

2. tourists;  

3. District management organizations (DMOs’); and  

4. Community 

Whole Beeton (2004) identifies the film being a powerful medium to influence destination image. 

Further Film tourism studies have identified the positive outlook and change of local populace 

that see a their quality of life is impacted with popularity of the destination and success of film 

tourism. As mentioned by Connell (2005b) and Mordue (2009).  

However further studies have made a clear demarcation that avoids generalization and highlight 

distinctions within each of these stakeholder groups. Beeton (2005) for example, makes a 

distinction between the holidaymaker and film tourist in Barwon Heads. 
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Fig 1.   Film tourism stakeholder. (Adapted from Heitmann, 2010.) 

 

In contemplating the theoretical focus of stakeholders, the researcher thought it pertinent to 

consider the Stakeholder theory, directly linked and related to factors and context of film tourisms. 

The Stakeholder theory in essence addresses the benefit and advantage of film tourism and having 

a direct impact on the people and place. Firstly it increases the number of tourists that in turn 

open employment oportbuties and generates revenues.  In addition to development and setting 

up of tourism infrastructure, cultural exchange, promotion of local culture and commodity.  

 

Heitmann (2010) states that the integration of all stakeholders in the development process of a 

tourist destination many boost ecotourism, heritage tourism can benefit the local community and 

the population.  However he also brings forth the challenge and opines that the stakeholders may 

not work in the same wavelength and they are chances of conflict and communication gap that 

may result in lack of communication and may impact the aim of film tourism.  The Film 

Commission, tourism ministry, film producers may have either own style of functioning and pace 

that may vary that may create a gap and effect the level of participation in the planning and 

promotion process. Hence, there is a need for close cooperation between the tourism department, 

film commission and local community, the film industries main objective is to promote and 

market their films and not the destination. The destination is an attraction in celluloid to attract 

the viewers to see the film and not visit the destination.  

 

4.  Importance of Film Commission 

 

Film industry being highly creative and competitive sector, involves multiple functions and roles 

from its making to marketing. In order to formalize this sector and overcome large number of 

organizational and bureaucratic problems the first Film Commission was established during the 
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late 1940s in New York and Los angles in the United States of America, since most of the film 

shooting and related activities was concentrated in these cities.  

 

With the rise and popularity of Hollywood cinema, the trend of big blockbusters during the 

1970’s  brought in a sea change in production and film making a new phase with massive 

expansion from New York and Los angles it expanded to other countries and cities as observed 

by Elemer-Grasher, (2005); Wasko-Erickson(2008) ;Elmer et. al., (2010) 

Thus, the film Commission became a window for production companies to set the ball rolling for 

film shooting and production activities, thereby positively contributing to the country’s economy. 

With the rise of production, houses and companies that began to look beyond the limits of a 

regular production centers for realistic and sundry locations demanding a formal platform for 

their activities encouraged many countries to set up film commission across the world. 

Martin Cuff explicitly describes Film Commission as a specialist business unit with no typical 

institutional structure established by either authorized governments or Private Public 

Partnerships, private-non-profits, government line departments or divisions of Economic 

Development Agencies of Cultural Offices. With an aim to develop film-related activities in their 

respective jurisdictions an effective means to enhance local economy by [3] 

Therefore, Film Commissions are established in cities, counties, states / provinces or federal 

governments, and are generally operated and funded by various agencies of government, such as 

the governor’s office, the mayor’s office, chambers of commerce, convention and visitors’ 

bureaus, tourism offices and business and economic development departments. There are some 

320 registered film commissions and film offices from more than 40 countries on every continent. 

The most important objective of Film Commission to attract film production is  

1. Firstly to create employment opportunities in the film and TV industry; 

2. Secondly, to increase tourism, film tourism is gaining popularity and many people are 

encouraged to visit countries and regions after having seen in films and movies. That 

indirectly boosts hospitability sector of the region for this reason the film commissions 

have strong tie-ups with tourism ministry and departments ;  

3. Thirdly, it contributes to the local economy by utilizing other services.  

Film Commission is the promising output of the new economic and cultural policy framework 

for the creative and entertaining sector not restricted anymore only to support few occasional 

vents like the local film festival or particular projects significant to cultural impact for a given 

region but the whole media and entertaining industry. [4] 

Film Commissions began playing a significant role as a valuable partner and resource for global 

film, television and multimedia industries for filming and other related activities. It offered 

support and free services to the film crews with necessary formalities and clearance for shooting 

on location and locales, liaison services and coordinating for local services such as police, fire 

departments, park rangers and all of the other essential municipal and government services for 

shooting a production on location.  
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Andy Fry (2014) states that countries that have strong record of accomplishment in media, 

entertainment, film and TV production are well organized. Countries like US, UK, France, 

Germany and Canada have great film commissions at national, regional and local level film that 

creates a dynamic platform for film experts. Film commissions often play an important 

facilitation role behind-the-scenes. Aside from smoothing out permitting, they liaise with local 

authorities on issues like policing and traffic management. [5]  

Alexandra Luetkens, film commissioner at the Hamburg Schleswig-Holstein Film 

Commission in Germany says that the Film commission´s information resources and valuable 

contacts help filmmakers its lobbies governments for tax incentives and subsidies to boost local 

production. ““The role of film commission starts at the beginning of production planning from 

how do I find funding, co-production partners and the right locations for my film? Where can I 

shoot and how do I contact the relevant individuals and authorities for permits? These, and other 

queries regarding shooting in Northern Germany, can be answered by our film commission.” [6] 

On similar lines Mary McGlinchey, Marketing & communications manager at Northern Ireland 

Screen emphasizes that film commission facilitate projects and provides free hands-on assistance 

and guidance. In addition to offering financial support, assistance from a locations expert for 

familiarization trips, which can be tailored to meet a project’s specific needs, sourcing crew who 

are widely-recognized for their expertise, professionalism and flexibility.  [ 7 ]. McGlinchey 

highlighting the role of film commissions mentions the fact that many film commissions invite 

producers to do their initial recce/location search free as an incentive to encourage and win over 

them to succeed in business. As a promotional move, it also conducts fact-finding tours, trade 

fairs, exhibitions and events to display regions best locations and sites available for film shooting.  

The Cannes film festivals and Marché International des Programmes de Télévision, (MIPTV) 

has become popular events in Cannes, France. Over the years, the town has developed well with 

its infrastructure and facilities to host international events that attract Bollywood and Hollywood 

film producers, makers, actors and host of people from the entertainment world thus boosting its 

popularity and local economy.  

Amy Lemisch film commissioner initiated move to reduce runaway productions by reducing tax 

in California, foe which a new bill was introduced by Governor Jerry Brown (2014) which will 

increase the state’s incentive from $100m a year to $330m a year for the next five years that 

proved to be a huge boost for the producers.  

 

Lemisch strongly articulates the extended role of California Film Commission that serves as the 

gateway for accessing the state’s newly expanded film/TV tax credit program.  The commission 

assists in array of services to facilitate and support productions of various magnitude and budgets 

via well connected with nearly 50 regional film offices. It also assists in free permits on state 

property, location assistance and an expansive online location database, production 

assistance/troubleshooting, and help dealing with local jurisdictions. 

  

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India (DTTIPL) in its 2013 reports asserts that globally the 

entertainment industry significantly contribute to the economic development of the country and 

region and has been documented.  

 

http://www.kftv.com/country/Canada/guide/production-guide
http://www.kftv.com/profile/Hamburg-SchleswigHolstein-Film-Commission
http://www.kftv.com/profile/Hamburg-SchleswigHolstein-Film-Commission
http://www.kftv.com/country/Germany
http://www.kftv.com/profile/Northern-Ireland-Screen
http://www.kftv.com/profile/Northern-Ireland-Screen
http://www.kftv.com/profile/California-Film-Commission
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Investment in the form of international creative and production houses, shooting in a locale 

provides an array of opportunities directly and indirectly in the form of tourism, job opportunities 

as well as cross-cultural interaction.  

 

 That has incited governments over the world to establish autonomous bodies called Film 

Commissions to offer services, facilities to facilitate foreign productions in a foreign country.  

 

5. Indian Cinema 

 

To understand the impact of film industry and its contribution towards the economy, it is 

important to examine the India film industry that is world’s largest producer of films and a multi-

million dollar industry ahead of Hollywood. It produces more than 800 films in different 

languages across India. The most popular being the Hindi films produced by Bollywood. From 

its silent movie era to its present state, it has produced thousands of documented short films and 

27,000 feature films in all categories and genres, Mitter Sohini (2012). Indian Cinema 

(Bollywood) is one of the most vibrant and entertaining industries on earth.  In 1896 the Lumière 

brothers, introduced the art of cinema in India by setting up the industry with the screening of 

few short films for limited audience in Bombay (present Mumbai). The turning point for Indian 

Cinema came into being in 1913 when Dada Saheb Phalke considered as the father of Indian 

Cinema. He made the first feature (silent) film "Raja Harishchandra" publicly screened in 

Coronation cinema in Mumbai. Inspired by the silent movie- "The Life of Christ".  

After the success of Raja Harishchandra, Dada Saheb Palika made nearly 95 movies and 26 short 

films in a span of nearly two decades of his career as filmmaker. He made movies including - 

Satyavan Savitri, Mohini Bhasmasur, Lanka Dahan, Kaliyamadan etc. Later Ardeshir Irani 

ended the era of silent movie paving way for talkies and made the India's first audio-visual film. 

“Alam Ara” and the first color movie “Kisan Kanya” 1960’s with the the introduction of color 

and sound, Indian cinema witnessed its golden era. The filmmakers experimented with various 

types of music from classical to pope, and thus began the era of melodrama, with big huge sets, 

cheerful music with song and dance in 1970’s. It was the time when Bollywood films achieved 

major commercial success that in turn, provided ample opportunities to the Indian filmmakers to 

exhibit their creativity.  

Post globalization, the Indian Cinema has impressed and successfully reached the Diaspora 

population spread across the world through its efficient marketing and distribution networks. 

Through the wide spread of Indian Diaspora globally the growth of “Brand India” with its 

Bollywood films have made it big even in the international market. As a result, the Bollywood 

market has expanded and got bigger with huge fan following universally. For this reason Indian 

film industry, post globalization has upgraded with technology, infrastructure, capitals, services 

and goods to meet the growing demands as opined by Pillania (2008). 

 

6. Cinema Tourism 

As per a joint report by the PHD Chamber and its knowledge partner BnB Nation, the Indian film 

industry is growing at a rapid pace and projected at 11.5 per cent year-on-year with its revenue 
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likely to reach $3.7 billion by 2020. This dynamic and vast growth is affecting both culture and 

tourism with its vibrancy.  

Bollywood cinema reflects and represents Indian culture from food, music, architecture, scenic 

beauty on celluloid for the sake of entertainment. The films set up in exotic finest locations 

showcasing destinations beauty be it lakes, historical monuments, mountains, oceans, seas, caves, 

temples and local culture at tourist spots on celluloid is definitely appealing and influencing the 

preference of both Indian and foreign traveler on their choice of tourism destination.  With 

remarkable outreach across the world brings these destinations locales to life for audiences.  

 

This visual appeal is huge drawing sense of interest, curiosity, and temptation in the minds of the 

masses to visit these destinations that is widely acclaimed and popular worldwide as “Cinema 

Tourism”.  

Thus, it is observed that the films can play an active role of a catalyst to unravel the unexplored 

potential of Indian tourism sector, thus having a strong connect and manifold influence from 

culture to tourism.  

This phenomenon has been witnessed in a number of Hindi films in particular since the turn of 

the century and detailed introspective studies & researches have conclusively proven that the 

tourism sector of the respective locale which was shown prominently in the movies witnessed 

sustained and radiant growth in the succeeding period post theatrical release. The film and 

tourism fraternities have also acknowledged the fruitful benefits and advantages of ’Cinema 

Tourism’ which has paved the way for a long, healthy and mutually conducive relationship 

between them.  

Connell and Meyer (2009) construct the fact that the phenomenon of film-induced tourism is 

seen globally, masses appeals of movies attract the filming locations and encourage the audience 

to visit those places, region and cities. Therefore, many movie-filming sites evolve as popular 

tourism destinations or vice- versa. For that reason, the popularity and mass appeal was well 

thought by filmmakers who choose best of the talent, music and sights to make a movie super 

hit.   

Ramis Salam (2015) states that there is a strong connect between Bollywood movies and tourism. 

To portray the diversity, vibrancy of culture, relationship in the script and plot in the movie, 

Bollywood filmmakers shoot their movies in scenic exotic locations that has proved to be an 

effective marketing strategy to draw audience globally to visit the destination for their personal 

holidays. [8] 

Therefore, Bollywood Movies became a viable means in featuring foreign destinations having a 

strong impact on the audiences, resulting in rapid increase among Indians to international 

destinations. For the first time it was in 1964 that Switzerland had attracted film makers, the 

first movie shot in Switzerland was Sangam released (1964) and the film “Evening in Paris” 

(1967) used the Alps as backdrop for singing, dancing and romancing. Slowly but steadily 

Switzerland became a popular and attractive destination for film producers.  

 

With increasing popularity of Bollywood films and expanding horizon, the need for big budget, 

exotic location and high creativity became the order of the day in Indian cinema. Setting the new 

trend renowned film producers late Yash Chopra shot a song of his movie “Silsila” in Switzerland. 
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The movie was a block blocker and the song a big hit with people appreciating the beauty of the 

location, Yu-Jen Chiang (2011). [9] His legendary movie Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge (1995) 

extensively filmed in Switzerland, and the film motivated thousands of Indians to explore the 

Swiss. Many other films subsequently incorporated Switzerland as a backdrop cementing the 

Alpine nation’s place as a must-visit on any European tour aimed at Indian travelers resulted 

in 30% rise in tourists from India to Switzerland. It was Yash Chopra who was instrumental in 

endorsing and making Swiss location immortal through his movies be it “Silsila”, “Chandni” to 

block buster Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge, that were all filmed in scenic Switzerland. To date, 

more than 80 Bollywood Movies and more than 200 Indian Movies have been shot extensively 

in Switzerland. [10]He has immensely contributed towards tourism in Switzerland by show casing 

the beautiful scenic locations in his movies. As a result, the Swiss Tourism ministry has honoured 

him as Ambassador for Interlaken. A pride for the Indian film industry, a Jungfrau Railway train 

is named after him and Lauenen Lake where he shot many film scenes is called Chopra Lake. 

The Swiss tourism industry has been quick to latch on to this free publicity and now actively 

promotes the country’s link to Bollywood to tourists and organizes special Bollywood location 

tours in Gstaad-Saanenland. [11] Beeton( 2004) has indentified film industry is a powerful 

medium to attract and promote destination image.  

 

According to Connell (2005b) and Mordue (2009) underline s that film tourism studies are 

successfully acknowledging the influence and active interest of the local populace that is bringing 

a positive change in their life with the success of film tourism.The trend spread across film 

industry that encouraged film producers to shot in new locales and destinations. Within few years 

destinations like London, Paris, Australia, Canada, Spain,  Singapore and Malaysia became 

popular film destination that indeed attracts large number of tourists.  The movie “Zindagi Na 

Milegi Dobara” (2011) shot in Spain show casing beautiful attractions and festivals in Spain, 

resulted in 32% rise of Indian tourists travelling to Spain within six month of the release. Mittal.N 

(2013) [12] 

M. Josiam, B., & Spears, D. (n.d.) (2014) in paper titled ‘Namastey London: Bollywood Movies 

and Their Impact on how Indians Perceive European Destinations’ states that Europe has become 

a popular destination for Bollywood to screen their films. Some of the blockbusters of Bollywood 

that were filmed in Western Europe include Bachna Ae Haseno (Italy and Switzerland), Dilwale 

Dulhaniya Le Jayenge (Switzerland), Taal (Great Britain), Namastey London (United Kingdom), 

An Evening in Paris (France and Switzerland), Kabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham (United Kingdom) 

and Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (Spain). These are just a few of the movies that influenced 

Bollywood viewers in experiencing the international destinations.  

6.1 Indian as a Tourist destination 

Indian film industry not only contributes towards international tourism but also promote India 

destinations. Many movies are shot in Manali in Himachal Pradesh that has scenic beauty and 

snow clad mountains many movies were shot like ‘Yeh Jawani Hai Diwani’ Bang Bang, Jab We 

Met, Krrish, 3 Idiots were also filmed in Manali. Some movies such as 3 Idiots, Jab Tak Hain 

Jaan.  

Hollywood has been filming their movies in India because of the rich and colorful culture, diverse 

traditions and picturesque destinations. Hollywood has always been attracted Indian culture, 
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spirituality; pilgrimage destination that has gained popularity among Hollywood produces show 

casing India on big screen. Like the Oscar, winning movie Slum dog Millionaire shot exclusively 

in Mumbai that became is a popular tourist destination. Many more movies like the celebrated 

movie Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, Life of Pie were also shot in the picturesques of 

Munnar, Kerala, Southern State. “Eat, Pray, Love” is another movie that became popular globally 

with Julia Roberts in lead protagonist role travels to India, Italy, and Indonesia. The search for 

spirituality of Julia Roberts brings her to India. The movie partly shot in Hari Mandir in Northern 

State of Haryana also shot in India. All these movies created a positive outlook among the 

travelers and resulted in rise in international tourist in India.  

Looking at India’s rich cultural heritage and diverse landscape it has all the potential to attract 

the entertainment industry thereby enhancing India’s tourism and cultural sector. Hence, the 

Indian Information and Broadcasting Ministry has proposed to establish a Film Facilitation and 

Promotion Bureau (FFPB) that will have experts and personnel from various ministries like 

Cultural, Tourism, Railways, and Information and Communication, that is seen as a move in the 

right direction. [13] The film industry not only promotes tourism but also contributes toward the 

economy of the region, it gets a wide range of economical benefit, employment, local hospitality 

and services sector gets an advantage. Flashing images of the destination re-proceeding and 

promotion of the destination and its image attracts tourists thus promoting the place, people, 

culture. Locals are hired and they creativity is trapped and their expertise utilized. The 

audiovisual sector gets a boost. 

 

8. Reviving the Papua New Guinea Film Industry 

 

It is examined that having a active film industry, film commission is vital in exporting culture 

and tourism in any country. It is seen that Switzerland, USA, India and many more countries 

have actively trapped this potential. During the course of the research it is found that contrast to 

many countries the PNG National Film Institute  that was established in 1994 has not been active 

and robust for many years as a result Papua New Guinean has not  produced any films. There has 

been no film related activity, hence the commercial film industry has come to a stand by and 

there is a need to restore to catch up with other regions and countries. The potential have been 

identified by the PNG Minister for Tourism Arts and Culture Boka Kondra (2014) who is 

strongly in favor of reviving the film industry. To bring in necessary changes and implement 

effective change a blueprint for tourism arts and culture in Papua New Guinea; including film 

has been proposed by Boka Kondra (2014), PNG Minister for Tourism Arts and Culture. The 

blue print was brought to the National Executive Council for approval in March 2015 after all 

stakeholders  consultation. Kondra 2014 opined that the blue print is the efforts of the Technical 

Working Group and said that “It comprises the heads of the Office of Tourism Arts and Culture; 

the PNG Tourism Promotion Authority; the National Museum and Art Gallery; and the National 

Cultural Commission” in a ministry report. [14] 

He strongly believes that a commercial film industry, art and culture or contemporary art and 

culture have the potential to show case PNG, unite the nation thereby boosting the country’s He 

has proposed to revive Papua New Guinea’s commercial film industry after many decades.  There 

has been interest by international production house towards investment in PNG film sector. It is 

interesting to note that there was a funding investment proposal from PNG’s Stanley Nandex for 

an action film with the title, “THE B-TEAM: PNG” the proposal was from Los Angeles-based 
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co-producers, Gorilla Pictures that showed keen interest in the project in 2012. The Minister 

looks at this proposal as a investment and publicity opportunity for tourism. Since the Gorilla 

Pictures will shoot in various locations in PNG show casing  the regions beauty world’s least 

explored, both culturally and geographically. Papua New Guinea mountainous terrain, dense 

rainforests, islands, wetlands, rivers, beaches, coral reefs and active volcanoes. Papua New 

Guinea has several WWII historic sites including the Kokoda Track. The film will be screened 

at annual film festival at American Film Market and Cannes Film Festival.  

The blue print for Film under the National Film Festivals and Development program has 3 goals 

mainly :  

1. Conduct training program in which film makers, screen and scriptwriters for documentary, 

shorts and feature films will be trained, expand and upgrade of the National Film Institute 

2.  To have international collaboration network with international film industries, India, 

Korea, USA, New Zealand and Australia.  

3. Show case PNG in films at international film festivals at Cannes and in Europe and 

organize international film shows in PNG. 

 

Concluding remarks: 

 

Recent researches suggest that films industry and films have vast potential for culture export, 

economic activities and influence the tourism sector in addition to providing employment 

opportunities.The images on celluloid of beautiful locales have been and will continue to have a 

relative influence not only on decision making for short-term holiday, but affect tourism revenues 

and long-term prosperity of destinations.The film-induced tourism’s growing popularity is 

mainly due to increasing international travel and to entertainment industry development. 

Schofield (1996) stated that film-induced tourism has become trendy and fashionable since the 

masses are keen to have the celluloid experience in real life were movies are shot.  

  

Busby & Klug (2001) reflects the reality that when audiences desire seek for touristic destination 

seen on screen means that film-induced tourism is becoming a reality. Films on big screen offer 

impressive visuals that have potential to generate new tourism demand, which can result in 

powerful changes to tourist perceptions of people and place, and their potential experiences.  

There is a strong relationship between tourism and film induced tourism. Countries and regions 

that are seen in big screen have definitely contributed to the tourism sector of the region. As there 

is surge in international tourists across India, Singapore, Europe, Switzerland, Canada, Egypt and 

other countries, it is a strong indication that film tourism and filmy related activities like film 

festivals, film studios, theme parks and other associated places. In the pre-visit stage, films raise 

awareness and form images of destinations create a desire to visit the destination thus inducing 

film tourism. This potential can be trapped for economic benefits of the region and country.  

 

The main highlight of the research has been the following:  

1. It has been acknowledged through tourism literature that destination visual greatly 

influences tourist destination choice of the masses.  
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2. The more appealing the visuals on screen the greater the impact it has and influences on 

touristic destinations.  

3. Films have the potential to promote local art, culture and traditions. It also makes builds 

a positive attitude towards the country’s image. 

 

Looking at the potential and success of film industry especially Bollywood and Hollywood the 

role of Film commission and tourism department is vital. In order to create a positive environment 

in PNG related to film industry and tourism, the country nation should implement and adhere to 

the setting up a formal film commission that will boost tourism sector and open up employment 

opportunities. It can result in positive outlook towards a healthy cultural and economical driving 

force that is essential for PNG’s tourism growth and development.  

 

 

END NOTES:  

 

1 https://www.statista.com/topics/962/global-tourism/ 
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